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of the author of the Elegy in 
a Country Churchyard—the 
first since 1882. 25s. net 


CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 








The Russian 


Revolution 1917 
A Personal Record 
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The New Statesman. 
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ENGLISH FICTION: 1951-1954 


WALTER ALLEN 
il 


ONE of the major pleasures and excitements of the book-reviewer’s life— 
a life more full of pleasures and excitements than those who lead it are some- 
times willing to admit—is that of discovery, the sudden recognition of new 
and sharply differentiated talent appearing as it were from nowhere, 
unheralded and unprepared for. Such moments of discovery are necessarily 
rare, but if the new talent is idiosyncratic enough it may lead the reviewer 
to revise his whole estimate of the contemporary scene. It is the distinction 
of 1953 that it was a year marked by a number of these discoveries; 
throughout the twelve months evidences of new and unexpected talent, 
disparate and diverse, were appearing. 


The first, in some respects the strongest, was George Lamming’s In the 
Castle of My Skin (Michael Joseph, 15s.). Is it a novel? Certainly its 
classification proved something of a problem to literary editors, who in- 
terpreted it variously as autobiography and as fiction. Perhaps one may say 
it is both: a highly imaginative manipulation of autobiography which brings 
into being a whole world, the world of the West Indian island of Barbados, 
with a single character growing from boyhood to manhood at its centre. 
A delightful book, rich in character, humour, poetry and a strong sense of 
the dignity of human life, it showed its author as the most lavishly endowed 
writer to have emerged from British territories overseas for many years 
and hinted that his book might stand in relation to the future of British 
West Indian writing as Huckleberry Finn does to modern American literature. 
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An ambitious first novel of a wholly different kind was Jean Morris's 
Man and Two Gods (Cassell, 12s. 6d.), which was nothing less than an 
attempt to re-state, in terms of a fictitious European country, the Orestes 
myth. A most original talent for fantasy firmly rooted in contemporary 
moral preoccupations revealed itself in Brigid Brophy’s Hackenfeller’s Ape 
(Hart-Davis, 9s. 6d.). Another novel of unusual distinction, unusual because 
of the quality of mind displayed by its author, was JohnWyllie’s The Goodly 
Seed (Secker & Warburg, 12s. 6d.), a study—quite unsentimental and so 
the more impressive—of human goodness in the form of the dying camp 
commandant in circumstances the least propitious to goodness, a Japanese 
prisoner-of-war camp. Patrick Leigh Fermor, already known as a brilliant 
travel-writer, gave us in The Violins of Saint-Jacques (Murray, 9s. 6d.) a 
most vivid evocation of life in the French West Indies fifty years ago. 
Another first novel much admired was Hugo Charteris’s A Share of the 
World (Collins, 12s. 6d.). 


It was not, however, until the turn of the year that the two first novels of 
probably the most significance for the general future of our fiction appeared. 
These were Hurry on Down (Secker & Warburg, 12s. 6d.) by John Wain, 
and Lucky Jim (Gollancz, 12s. 6d.) by Kingsley Amis. The latter actually 
appeared in the first days of 1954, but since in some ways the two novels 
stand together, it is convenient to take it with Wain’s. The work of young 
university lecturers in English, in them a certain attitude to life and society 
hitherto only guessed at in the young became explicit. Its basis might be 
described as a tough intellectualism which is opposed to pretentiousness, or 
what it deems pretentiousness, wherever it finds it. One might even say 
that, suspecting the graces, it is consciously graceless. It derives certainly 
from the common experience of the age, of Britain as a social democracy 
and, one suspects, of universal national service; and it has been influenced 
by the writings of George Orwell, of Dr. Leavis in criticism and the Logical 
Positivists in philosophy. It is strongly in revolt both against the tradition 
of belles lettres and the conventional picture of English society portrayed in 
most polite novels, a picture almost always pre-war and with little relation 
to social conditions as they now exist. John Wain and Kingsley Amis seem 
to me to share this common point of view, but their novels differ greatly. 
Hurry on Down is an exercise in the picaresque and as such displays consider- 
able powers of invention. Much of it is very funny indeed, and though in 
treatment the book approximates to farce, it is through ‘the machinery of 
the ludicrous’, to use the author’s own phrase, that the serious point emerges. 
Lucky Jim is perhaps rather more conventional in form, but at its centre 
again is the young man—in this instance an assistant lecturer in a provincial 
university—reacting vigorously against the bogus in customs, social be- 
haviour and attitudes that appear to surround him. And its comic power 
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is unquestionable, comparable in effect and in the sensation it created with 
Evelyn Waughs first novel Decline and Fall of 1928. 


Nevertheless, the novel that obtained the most unanimous praise was 
the work of an older writer; indeed, it is likely that no novel published 
since the war has been so enthusiastically received by critics of all tastes as 
L. P. Hartley’s The Go-Between (Hamish Hamilton, 11s.). In this tragedy 
seen through a boy’s eyes, all this fine writer’s sense of irony, subtlety of 
perception and mastery of form seemed to come together in perfect fruition. 
There was much good work, too, by other well-known novelists. Joyce 
Cary continued the trilogy begun with Prisoner of Grace with his unwontedly 
sober Except the Lord (Michael Joseph, 12s. 6d.), a study of religious con- 
version resulting in political action. Two famous women novelists produced 
their first novels for some years, Kate O’Brien, with The Flowers of May 
(Heinemann, 12s. 6d.), and Rosamund Lehmann with The Echoing Grove 
(Collins, 12s. 6d.); while I. Compton-Burnett gave us another of her 
characteristic, highly formalised renderings of the tragedy—and comedy— 
of family life in The Past and the Present (Gollancz, 12s. 6d.). C. S. Forester 
continued the Hornblower story in Hornblower and the Atropos (Michael 
Joseph, 12s. 6d.), and Nigel Balchin recreated the face of modern industry 
very vividly in Sundry Creditors (Collins, tos. 6d.). 


Some younger novelists continued to fulfil earlier promise. Gerald 
Hanley’s The Year of the Lion (Collins, tos. 6d.) was a fine study of the white 
settlers who pioneered Central Africa in the years after the First World War. 
P. H. Newby’s The Retreat (Cape, 12s. 6d.) again showed him a true original, 
with its insight into a young airman’s mind in crisis after the rigours of 
Dunkirk. John Lodwick produced his best novel up to the present in Some- 
where a Voice is Calling (Heinemann, 12s. 6d.; cheap edition, 6s.), which 
combined an excellent story of action with a most striking evocation of the 
Mediterranean lands. Precision of style distinguished Olivia Manning’s 
A Different Face (Heinemann, tos. 6d.; cheap edition, ss.). In The Garden 
to the Sea (MacGibbon & Kee, 12s. 6d.), in which the Fall of Man is corre- 
lated with the failure of a modern marriage, Philip Toynbee again appeared 
as the lonely figure of the restless explorer of the territory where poetry 
and the novel meet. 


And so to 1954, with the youngest generation of novelists again proving 
their talents. George Lamming’s highly organised The Emigrants (Michael 
Joseph, 15s.) was a most powerful rendering of the hopes and experiences 
of a boat-load of coloured immigrants sailing from the West Indies to find 
work in England. In Under the Net (Chatto & Windus, 12s. 6d.) Iris Murdoch, 
a young philosophy don at Oxford, wrote a most entertaining picaresque 
novel—with philosophic implications—of life in Bohemian London. Alan 
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Hackney’s first novel, Private’s Progress (Gollancz, 10s. 6d.), was a very funny 
account of existence in the ranks of the Army, told in a manner reminiscent 
of Evelyn Waugh. William Golding’s Lord of the Flies (Faber, 12s. 6d.) was 
a sharply written and extremely chilling parable of a company of boys 
stranded on a desert island and lapsing into barbarism. 


Of the writers who may now be grouped together as the middle generation, 
J. D. Scott added to his reputation with The End of an Old Song (Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, 12s. 6d.), a most accomplished study, expressed through a 
firmly told story, of the position of the smaller nationalities, in this instance 
the Scots, in the modern world. John Masters’ Bhowani Junction (Michael 
Joseph, 12s. 6d.) illuminated the Indian scene on the eve of independence, 
with special reference to the lot of the Anglo-Indian community. Doris 
Lessing in A Proper Marriage (Michael Joseph, 12s. 6d.) continued her life 
of Martha Quest with the story of her marriage and its failure during the 
war years in a British colony in Africa. C. P. Snow, continuing his Lewis 
Eliot novels, explored the moral problems facing nuclear physicists in The 
New Men (Macmillan, 12s. 6d.). In An Impossible Marriage (Macmillan, 
12s. 6d.) Pamela Hansford Johnson very ably dissected a middle-class 
marriage in suburban London during the early "Thirties. Jack Common’s 
The Ampersand (Turnstile Press, tos. 6d.) was a delightful and warmly human 
story of a working-class boyhood in a northern port during the first world 
war. In Story in a Half-Light (Cresset Press, 15s.) Norman Denny successfully 
recaptured, in a way that reminded one of H. G. Wells, the changing moods 
of England between the wars. 


The Tortoise and the Hare (Gollancz, 12s. 6d.) was the work of a novelist 
anything but prolific, Elizabeth Jenkins: it was a fine study of the relations 
between an eminent lawyer, his wife and his wealthy mistress. Another 
novelist whose work is always eagerly awaited is Antonia White, the heroine 
of whose Beyond the Glass (Eyre & Spottiswoode, 12s. 6d.) was a young 
woman—the central figure of her famous Frost in May—who undergoes a 
period of madness in a mental hospital. The World in the Evening (Methuen, 
12s. 6d.), the long-expected novel by Christopher Isherwood, now an 
American citizen, disappointed most of the reviewers. J. B. Priestley, how- 
ever, still showed his grasp of the contemporary world in his fantastic novel 
The Magicians (Heinemann, 12s. 6d.), and James Hanley produced a remark- 
able evocation of life in a Welsh village in The Welsh Sonata (Deutsch, 
10s. 6d.). 


Whether The Fellowship of the Ring (Allen & Unwin, 21:.), the first volume 
of a trilogy The Lord of the Rings by the distinguished Middle English 
scholar J. R. R. Tolkien, should be considered a novel I do not know. It is 
certainly fiction, and of a most unusual kind, since it postulates a flat earth 
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and creates whole new races of fairy- and elf-like beings. In some quarters 
it has been greatly praised. The second volume, The Two Towers (Allen 
and Unwin, 21s.), appeared during the year. 

I feel on safer ground with Wyndham Lewis’s Self Condemned (Methuen, 
15s.), its author’s first novel for thirteen years and, if I may lapse into the 
purely personal, for me the most exciting event in English fiction in 1954: 
a nightmare of a book, narrating the course of a Professor of History's 
self-imposed exile in Canada during the war, superbly written and packed 
with brilliant and arresting ideas. 


Four years is a very short span of time in the history of the English novel. 
From it I find that I have salvaged, in these two articles, seventy-one novels 
and one volume of stories. No doubt the choice of another reviewer would be 
different, though I believe that most of my choices would be generally 
accepted as the best novels of the period. How many of them will be read 
with interest even in ten years’ time, much less a hundred, no one can say, 
except that certainly the number will be very small. This does not matter. 
We are reading now, and these novels have been written for us now. And I 
think we may say that, compared with that of even so short a time as five 
years ago, the state of the English novel now is healthier and livelier than it 
was then: the older novelists are writing with all their former skill and 
vigour, while a new generation of the young is coming into its own. 


Walter Allen, novelist, critic and broadcaster, is the author of The English Novel: a Short Critical 
History (1954). His novels include Blind Man’s Ditch (1939), Rogue Elephant (1946) and Dead Man 
Over All (1950). He is also the author of a critical study, Arnold Bennett (1948). He reviews 
regularly in the New Statesman and Nation. 
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THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 
Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 
British Council Medical Library 
British Drama League 
British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 
Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (Universit » of London) 
Library Association 
National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 
Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 
Royal Empire Society 
Royal Geographical Society 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
Royal Institute of International Affairs 
Royal United Service Institution 
South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 
Victoria and Albert Museum 
and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 


London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, 
which is in consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOES 
* New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 

Bibliographies 

WHITAKER’S CUMULATIVE BOOK LIST. Part CXIX. January to 

December, 1954. Whitaker, 27s.6d. 1955. 24°5 cm. $44 pages. 

In this list of the books published in the United Kingdom in 1954, Section I is a 
classified list arranged alphabetically by authors in a series of forty-nine subjects. 
Section II lists the books in one alphabetical sequence under author and title: details 
include author, title, size, number of pages and illustrations, price, publisher, date of 
publication, and a general subject classification. A list of British publishers and 
statistics of British book production in 1954 are also to be found in this invaluable 
reference book for all concerned with the British book trade. (015-42) 


ANNUAL BULLETIN OF HISTORICALLITERATURE. No. XXXIX. 
Dealing with Publications of the Year 1953. Edited by George Richard Potter. 
George Philip for the Historical Association, 2s.6d. 1955. 21-5 cm. $8 pages. Index. 
Paper covers. 

This useful survey of books and periodical articles is the work of a team of historians 

which has noted both sources and secondary works. The contributors, as in previous 

issues, have covered all periods and all areas from prehistory to contemporary times, 

and the index guides the user to a considerable wealth of material. (016-9) 


Library Science 


THE LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS AND ART GALLERIES YEAR 
BOOK. Incorporating The Librarians’ Guide. Advisory Editor: Lionel R. 
McColvin. James Clarke, sos. 1955. 22 cm. 676 pages. 

The introduction in this useful guide summarises the developments in librarianship 

since the previous edition (1948), and there is also an article on museums in Britain. 

Details about professional organisations and professional training precede the British 

Isles section of the directory which is in two parts, the first giving particulars of art 

galleries, museums, special and college libraries and public libraries in London, and 

the second covering all such institutions elsewhere in Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland, arranged alphabetically by towns. There is a list of British Council libraries 

and a much extended section for libraries, museums and art galleries in seventy-six 

countries overseas. A new feature is a subject index for the British Isles section which 

will assist the user to locate special collections. (020-58) 


COMMERCIAL AND TECHNICAL LIBRARIES. Joseph P. Lamb. 
Allen & Unwin and The Library Association, 21s. 1955. 20 cm. 316 pages. 
8 photographs. Index. (Library Association Series of Library Manuals, No. 10) 

The organisation of technical information services is a matter very much under 

consideration at the present time in scientific, technical, educational and library circles. 

A book such as this, dealing with the place of the Public Commercial and Technical 

Libraries, established by British public libraries, in this work of national importance, 
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is therefore very welcome. It covers the history of the public libraries’ developments 
in this field, the planning, furnishing, staffing, stock and administration of the depart- 
ments concerned and the methods used to collect and present information. The 
author, City Librarian of Sheffield, has had long experience in the work of a library 
of this kind. (026-6) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


‘INTRUSIONS’: J. W. Dunne. Faber, 12s.6d. 1955. 21 cm. 160 pages. 9 diagrams, 
Index. 
The theories of J. W. Dunne, usually summed up in the word Serialism, have enjoyed 
considerable popularity in recent years. The present work was nearing completion 
at the time of the author’s death in 1949; but, thanks to the able editing of Mrs. Dunne 
and others, it forms a coherent whole. Dunne’s insistence upon the distinction between 
mind and brain seems much less revolutionary than when first propounded. Less 
acceptable to modern thinkers is his contention that time is the result of a discrepancy 
or tension between one and the other. In this book Dunne makes some interesting 
and important theological pronouncements based upon the personal experiences or 
‘intrusions’ of which he speaks. (120) 


THE VALUE JUDGEMENT. W. D. Lamont. Nelson for Edinburgh University 
Press, 258. 195$. 23 cm. 352 pages. Bibliographical note. Indexes. (Edinburgh 
University Publications: History, Philosophy and Economics, No. 5) 

An excellent analysis of the nature of value, and its degrees, as expressed in our 

common judgments and considered as distinct from those which, although similar 

in form, relate specifically to morals, aesthetics and comparative efficiency. This 
approach gives rise to stimulating criticism of current theories regarding the nature 
and function of ethical sentences. Apart from the customary moral topics, the author 
draws for his argument on economics and jurisprudence, explaining the valuational 
implications of their concepts in support of his own views of the psychology of 
value judgments and their comparative validity. His work will be, accordingly, 
useful to students of these subjects as well as to those of philosophy. (170) 


A SHORT HISTORY OF CONFUCIAN PHILOSOPHY. Liu Wu-Chi. 
Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 230 pages. Notes. Bibliography. Index. Paper 
covers. (Pelican Books) 

This is an admirable account of the ideas of the world’s most influential philosopher- 

statesman, K’ung Ch’iu or Confucius. The book is written with great liveliness and 

considerable learning. The history of Confucianism is interesting above all in that 
the teaching of the Master has survived the most determined efforts to distort or 
suppress it. The author naturally speculates upon its chances of meeting the great 
challenge of the present day. While reluctant to prophesy, he believes that Con- 
fucianism is not dead, but that it will remain a great intellectual force long after 
the social system associated with it has become obsolete. (181-1) 


FOUNDING THE LIFE DIVINE. An Introduction to the Integral Yoga of 
Sri Aurobindo. Morwenna Donnelly. Rider, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 176 pages. 
Glossary. 

Now that so many philosophers of the West have repudiated the role of teacher and 

guide, the prophets of the East are receiving increasing attention and respect in Europe 

and America. The names of Ramakrishna and Vivekananda are already familiar to 
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students of Vedanta; that of Aurobindo, being associated with a wider vision, 
promises to outshine all the latter-day prophets. By ‘integral Yoga’ Aurobindo means 
a discipline embracing the whole being. He rejects the notion that ordinary existence 
is an ‘illusion’ or at best the source of evil and pain. This is one of the first simple 
expositions of his teaching and a guide to its practical application. (181-45) 


THE ILLUSION OF THE EPOCH. Marxism-Leninism as a Philosophical 
Creed. H. B. Acton. Cohen & West, 18s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 286 pages. Bibliography. 
Index. 

The ‘canonical’ books of Marxism, with the signal exception of Das Kapital, tend to 

make heavy reading. The same is often true of books about Marxism. Professor Acton 

has broken with this tradition by writing a most lively and readable study of the 
philosophical basis of Marxist ideology. Marx believed that his Historical Materialism 
was incompatible with every form of metaphysical speculation. Professor Acton 
points out that, behind this Positivist attitude, a vague metaphysical system may be 
discerned. His book is welcome at a time when millions are being indoctrinated with 
what he calls a ‘philosophical farrago’ masquerading as science. (190) 


RELIGION 


THE BIBLE VIEW OF LIFE. S.C. Carpenter. 2nd edition. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
12s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 238 pages. Indexes. 
This book, originally published in 1937, attempts to show the relevance of the Bible 
as interpreted in the light of modern criticism to our own thought and practice 
today. The author believes that the labours of scholars have established the view that 
the Old Testament is not a mass of legend and that it makes the best sense when read 
critically. In regard to the New, he holds that the documents constitute for the 
intelligent reader a body of evidence which can be firmly grasped. There is an 
interesting chapter on the devotional use of Scripture and another on the magic of 
Bible words. This volume should kindle fresh interest in the Bible both by its lucid 
treatment of the biblical message and its attractive style. (220°6) 


THE TEACHERS’ COMMENTARY. Edited by G. Henton Davies and 
Alan Richardson. 7th edition, revised. S.C.M. Press, 21s. 1955. 24 cm. $88 pages. 
14 illustrations. 16 maps in colour. Chronological tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

All one-volume commentaries on the Bible suffer from limitations of space. By 

producing a work intended primarily for teachers, the editors of this commentary, 

which now appears in a revised and enlarged edition, are enabled to curtail certain 
sections, e.g. Nahum and Habakkuk are dismissed in a page. More space is thus 
available for comment by a team of university and school teachers on books oftener 
taught and for the excellent introductory articles by such authorities as Dodd, Findlay, 

Raven, Robinson, Rowley, Thomas and Yeaxlee. Account is taken of recent 

developments in biblical scholarship and teaching practice; the bibliographies, which 

in such a work should be annotated, provide a guide to further study. A useful and 

well-produced book. (220-7) 


THE GOSPEL OF VICTORY. A Study in the Relevance of the Epistle to the 
Galatians for the Christian Mission To-day. M. A. C. Warren. S.C.M. Press, 
7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 126 pages. Bibliography. Index. 


The author, who is general secretary of the Church Missionary Society, here 
interprets the Christian mission today in the light of the teaching of St. Paul as found 
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in the Epistle to the Galatians, from which he selects four texts as the basis of his 
exposition. In simple language, he introduces the reader to the message of the epistle 
and shows how St. Paul’s concern for the propagation of the gospel was grounded 
in a theology which had come alive in his own experience. This book is suitable not 
only for private reading but for group discussion, and may be warmly commended. 


(227-4) 


THE HOPE OF THE GOSPEL. The Alexander Robertson Lectures delivered 
at the University of Glasgow, 1954. James Sutherland Thomson. S.C.M. Press 
10s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 188 pages. Indexes. ‘ 

While the ground covered in these lectures is familiar to students of biblical theology, 

Professor Thomson of McGill University, Canada, provides us with a lucid and 

competent exposition of a theme which has awakened concern under the pressure of 

world events. Christian hope is here given a biblical setting, and an assessment of the 
message of the Old Testament is followed by an examination of the witness of 
the gospels and the Apostolic age. Hope as thus interpreted is then related to con- 
temporary thought, particularly Marxism, Logical Positivism and Existentialism, 
since, it is held, these philosophies arise directly out of the spirit of the age. (234) 


THE QUICKENING WORD. A Theological Answer to the Challenge of 
Islam. The Hulsean Lectures for 1954. Laurence E. Browne. Heffer (Cambridge), 
10s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 116 pages. ‘ E 

Professor Browne contends in these pages that the failure of Christianity over against 

Islam in successive ages is due to its inability to provide an exposition of the under- 

lying doctrines of the Christian life such as Muslims can understand. The task of 

restatement is peculiarly difficult since most of the traditional Christian theological 

terms are used by Muslim theologians but in a different sense. Nevertheless, a 

courageous beginning is here made and the doctrines of God, Sin, Jesus Christ, Man, 

the Indwelling of God and the Trinity are set forth so as to reveal their positive and 

distinctive content. (239-9) 


A SERIOUS CALL TO A DEVOUT AND HOLY LIFE. William Law. 
New introduction by Norman Sykes. Reprint. Dent, 6s. 1955. 18-5 cm. 368 pages. 
Notes. Bibliography. (Everyman's Library) ; 

Although William Law (1686-1761) was the author of a number of controversial 

writings, his fame rests almost exclusively upon the work which has been attractively 

produced in this new edition. A useful if disappointingly brief introduction is pro- 
vided by Professor Norman Sykes of Cambridge University. Law’s purpose was 
to recall a generation that was as lax in its theology as it was in morals to a life 
of piety and devotion, and he uses as the medium of his message typical characters of 
his time. The book is a religious classic and, as we are reminded in the introduction, 
it is its own best interpreter. (240) 


A DIARY OF READINGS. Being an Anthology of Pages suited to Engage 
Serious Thought. One for Every Day of the Year gathered from the Wisdom of 
Many Centuries. John Baillie. Oxford University Press, 15s. 1955. 20-5 cm. 386 pages. 
Index. 

Those who are looking for an anthology containing selections which can be easily 

assimilated will be dissatisfied with this volume. If, however, they desire the 

sustenance for the Christian life which comes of intellectual and spiritual discipline, 
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they will cordially welcome this admirable choice of daily readings drawn from such 
varied works as those of Augustine, Luther, Bunyan, Wesley, Kierkegaard, Simone 
Weil, Von Hiigel, C. S. Lewis and a number of contemporary writers. Each quotation 
has a page to itself, and the book with its 365 pieces from 183 authors covers a course 
of daily reading for a year. (242-2) 


HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE WESTERN CHRISTIAN 
TRADITION. Derrick Sherwin Bailey. Longmans, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 182 pages. 
Index. 

Dr. Bailey, of the Church of England Moral Welfare Council, examines in this 

well-balanced and objective study, the biblical and ecclesiastical attitudes to homo- 

sexual practice and the bearing of Roman Law and medieval thought on the views 
now current in the West. He devotes a chapter to the present state of the criminal 
law in England in regard to male homosexual practices. While it is contended that 
the Western Christian tradition has often been misrepresented and the Church 
unjustifiably denigrated, its defects are boldly faced and a plea is made not only for 
legal reform but for renewed study of the causes and conditions of inversion, the 
possibility of a ‘cure’ and the way by which the invert can be helped to take his place 
as a useful member of the community. (261) 


THE IRISH AND CATHOLIC POWER. An American Interpretation. 
Paul Blanshard. Verschoyle: distributed by Deutsch, 18s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 368 pages. 
Notes. Bibliography. Index. 

The greater part of Mr. Blanshard’s book is an examination of the relations between 

the Catholic Church and the State in the Republic of Ireland, and certainly an unusual 

relationship it is shown to be. It is paradoxical that the Church, which was by no 
means a constant supporter of nationalist ideals, should have won a special place in 
the constitution. What this can mean in the moral, intellectual, and social life of the 
country the author illustrates by examining a number of recent manifestations. It 
would appear that, for conformity and stability, the republic has paid a high price 
in ecclesiastical domination and censoriousness. The author has made a real attempt 
to treat this difficult subject fairly. (261-7) 


PSYCHOLOGY AND WORSHIP. Being the Burroughs Memorial Lectures 
delivered in the University of Leeds. R. S. Lee. S.C.M. Press, 7s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 
IIO pages. 

The aim of these lectures is to set out and elucidate the main psychological processes 

involved in different activities of worship. Among psychological theories, the author 

has found Freudian psychology by far the most illuminating. In the light of Freud’s 
conceptions of human behaviour, he examines the meaning of aspiration, the founda- 
tions of worship in childhood, symbol, ritual and reason, the knowledge of God, 
prayer and the Holy Communion. Much sound guidance is here given and, even if 
the limitations of the Freudian approach are sometimes obvious, the book should 
stimulate fresh interest in the nature and development of worship. (264) 


THE APOSTOLIC AGE. G. B. Caird. Duckworth, 10s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 
222 pages. Chronological table. Bibliography. Index. (Studies in Theology) 

The Professor of New Testament Language and Literature in McGill University, 

Canada, has written a useful and well-documented account of the Apostolic age 

which reveals sound judgment and a wide acquaintance with the relevant literature. 

Beginning with a picture of the Roman empire and first century Judaism, he traces 
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the rise of the early Christian community, the Gentile mission with its problems 
and opportunities, the achievements of St. Paul, the break between Christianity and 
Judaism and the conflict between Christ and Caesar. The difficult question of 
chronology is examined in an appendix. (270-1) 


CHRIST AND THE CAESARS. Historical Sketches. Ethelbert Stauffer. 
Translated from the German by K. and R. Gregor Smith. S.C.M. Press, 18s. 
19$5. 22 cm. 294 pages. 17 plates. Chronological tables. Index. 

In a brilliant series of detached but inter-related studies, Professor Stauffer depicts 

the conflict between Christianity and the Roman Empire in the first three centuries 

of our era. Using as source documents the coins of the period, he introduces the 
reader to some of the tragic figures in the fateful struggle—Julius Caesar, Augustus, 

Cleopatra, Nero, Domitian—and in the essay on ‘Lies and the Truth’ enquires why 

Christianity trium a over the combined religious, cultural and political powers of 

the Empire. Professor Stauffer brings to his task authentic erudition, historical 

imagination of a rare order, and an attractive literary style. (270-1) 


BELIEF AND UNBELIEF SINCE 1850. H. G. Wood. Cambridge University 
Press, 128.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 152 pages. Bibliography. 
This book, based largely on lectures delivered in the University of Cambridge in 
1953, deals with movements of thought during the past century which have con- 
ditioned the present religious situation. In an illuminating survey, Dr. Wood 
contrasts the religious life and thought of Britain about 1850 with the contemporary 
scene and examines the changes which account for the contrast. He then enquires 
whether we are today witnessing the disintegration of Christianity or moving 
towards a new understanding of Christian truth. He quotes liberally from repre- 
sentative writers of the period and his critical comments are invariably fair and 
stimulating. (270-8) 


HINDU SOCIETY AT CROSSROADS. K. M. Panikkar. Asia Publishing 
House (Bombay, India), Rs.4/8. 1955. 19 cm. 110 pages. 


Outside observers of the Hindus have long identified their religion with their social 
organisation. Hinduism has been thought to consist rather in its social forms than in 
its beliefs. Does it then follow that efforts to change the morally unacceptable aspects 
of Hindu society—and such aspects do still exist—must take the form of attacks upon 
the Hindu faith? Is conversion the price of social reform? In this important little 
book, Sardar K. M. Panikkar answers these questions in the negative. He asserts that 
the linking of Hindu religion with particular social forms was accidental and un- 
necessary. Hindu institutions are secular, and as such need continuous re-examination 
and modification. So the essential reforms can be effected without rousing devout 
Hindus to the defence of their faith. An important, if arguable, thesis. (294°5) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Sociology 
SOCIAL CASEWORK IN MARITAL PROBLEMS. The Development 
of a Psychodynamic Approach. A Study by a Group of Caseworkers. Kathleen 
Bannister, Alison Lyons, Lily Pincus, James Robb, Antonia Shooter, Judith 
Stephens. Tavistock Publications, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 212 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
The Family Welfare Association, with the co-operation of the Tavistock Clinic, 
has developed the Family Discussion Bureau whose objects and methods are here, 
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after a five-year experimental period, very fully reported. The book describes the 
development of the Bureau, the training of the shes te and their working partner- 
ship with a psycho-analyst and two consultant psychiatrists. It examines the theoretical 
principles upon which their casework is based, considers in detail casework methods 
giving full case reports, and finally relates the Bureau to other social services, the 
legal, medical, and psychiatric services and the churches. This work is a valuable 
contribution to a subject in which there is great scope for development. (301-42) 


WOMEN OF THE STREETS. A Sociological Study of the Common 
Prostitute. Edited by C. H. Rolph for and on behalf of the British Social Biology 
Council. Secker & Warburg, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 264 pages. Tables. Index. 

Although the problem of prostitution has received considerable attention from 

moralists, very little attempt has been made hitherto to discover the early history of 

prostitutes and the reasons for choosing this mode of life. The social research worker 
appointed by the British Social Biology Council to investigate conditions in London 
quotes in this readable report some of the frank answers given to her by prostitutes 
whom she interviewed and gives a number of representative case histories. Statistical 
tables are given of offences committed by prostitutes in London in 1946 and 1949, 
together with a statistical analysis of 150 case records. (301-424) 


Political Science 


THE TWENTIETH-CENTURY CAPITALIST REVOLUTION. Adolf 
A. Berle, Jr. Macmillan, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 168 pages. Bibliographical note. 
The author, a well-known writer, is Professor of Corporation Law at Columbia 
Law School; he has also held office as Assistant Secretary of State and United States 
Ambassador to Brazil. In this book, an expansion of his Rosenthal Lectures of 1954, 
he is concerned with corporations, on which he has already written, in collaboration 
with Dr. G. C. Means, in The Modern Corporation and Private Property (1933). Studying 
them in a new light as quasi-political institutions, and referring in particular to 
American corporations, he stresses their tremendous power in modern society, and 
presents an original concept of twentieth-century capitalism. (320) 


THE ORIGIN OF THE COMMUNIST AUTOCRACY. Political 
Opposition in the Soviet State. First Phase, 1917-1922. Leonard Schapiro. Bell for 
the London School of Economics and Political Science, 35s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 416 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. 

In writing this book Mr. Schapiro has drawn upon the resources of many European 

and American libraries, and has used material not consulted by earlier historians. The 

result is the first fully documented account of the development of opposition to the 

Leninist form of communism, both from other revolutionary parties and within 

the Communist Party itself. Historians and political theorists will take particular 

note of the author’s denial of the common assumption that the Bolshevik Revolution 
was truly Marxist in principle, and of his claims that the forms of communism arose 

from efforts to keep an unpopular minority in power. (321-84) 


ENGLISH RADICALISM, 1762-1785: The Origins. S. Maccoby. 
Allen & Unwin, 45s. 1955. 22°5 cm. $36 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

In three earlier volumes Mr. Maccoby has studied the history of English left-wing 

political thought between the years 1832 and 1914. He now deals with the period of 

origins, showing how between 1762 and 1785 out of Opposition modern radicalism 

was born. As in the earlier volumes the author justifies his claim that the novelty of 
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his approach lies in the nature of the sources he uses. These are drawn from the large 
mass of contemporary pamphlets, periodical publications, cartoons, and handbills 
available for the period. They yield much new information, making clear many 
things not adequately dealt with in the standard histories. (329-942) 


Economics 


THE WORKS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF DAVID RICARDO. 
Edited by Piero Sraffa with the collaboration of M. H. Dobb. Vol. X. 
Biographical Miscellany. Cambridge University Pres: for the Royal Economic Society, 
248. 19$5. 235 cm. 434 pages. 4 illustrations. Table. Bibliography. Index. 

The earlier volumes of this excellent edition of the works of David Ricardo (1772- 

1823) contained his Principles of Political Economy, his Notes on Malthus, his pamphlets 

and papers, speeches, evidence and economic correspondence. This final volume of 

text contains materials bearing upon Ricardo’s life and character. Beginning with a 

Memoir by one of his brothers, supplemented by several addenda, it gives notes on his 

business career, a selection of family and private letters, and his Journal of a Tour on the 

Continent, 1822, now published for the first time in full. The appendices include a 

bibliography of his works, a survey of Ricardo manuscripts, and notes on his common- 

place books and his library. A general index is in course of preparation. The whole 
set is well produced, with interesting fascimiles, and is one which every economist 

will wish to possess. (330-15) 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN RHODESIA AND 
NYASALAND. C. H. Thompson and H. W. Woodruff. Dobson, 21s. 1955. 
225m. 206 pages. Map. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The creation of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland has naturally aroused 

interest in the relative economic conditions of the component territories. This is a 

clear account of them, by two government employees of the Federation, for the 

enquirer who does not wish to be overloaded with detail but is helped by an occasional 
statistical table. After a brief survey of pre-war conditions it describes the natural 
resources of the area, government economic policy, and the state of individual 
industries. The final chapters discuss the finance of development and some of the 
economic implications of federation. (330°9689) 


A HANDBOOK OF INDUSTRIAL WELFARE. R. R. Hopkins. 
Pitman, 17s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 264 pages. 2 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

This book outlines the functions of industrial welfare against present-day social 

conditions in Britain. It gives excellent guidance on the techniques, administration 

and costs involved. Although control of policy in terms of budgets is dealt with 
adequately, the need for control, through measurement of the results of the techniques 
ie is not covered. The balanced approach to material aspects of welfare is most 
helpful, while the chapter suggesting a future shift of emphasis from these to the 
psychological and technical aspects should be read by all who wish to keep abreast 
of current personnel problems in British industry. (331-83) 


BRITISH TRADE UNIONISM. Five Studies by PEP. 3rd edition, 
revised, PEP (Political and Economic Planning), 16s. 1955. 22cm. 212 pages. 
12 tables. 


Since the 1949 edition of this work there have been changes within the unions and in 
their general environment. After thorough revision the book is again one of the most 
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reliable, up-to-date introductions to trade union organisation and structure. It 
describes the main types of organisation, the machinery and use of negotiation, the 
general control of union policy through the Trades Union Congress, and the relation- 
ship of the unions with the government, the Labour Party and various international 
bodies. The final study discusses the functions within the firm of the shop steward 
and of joint consultation. (331°880942) 


VERY PRIVATE ENTERPRISE. An Anatomy of Fraud and High 

Finance. Aylmer Vallance. Thames & Hudson, 15s. 1955. 22cm. 212 pages. 
Beginning with Sir John Blount, of South Sea Bubble fame, this book gives lively 
accounts of some of the world’s most notorious figures of fraud. The exploits of such 
men as George Hudson the ‘railway king’, Ivar Kreuger, Horatio Bottomley and 
Samuel Insull may be read as adventure stories pure and simple. For the sociologist 
and the economist they have a more serious concern, arousing wonder as to how 
fraudulent dealings on such a scale can be possible in the highly organised conditions 
of modern finance. This is one of the matters which the author discusses in passing. 


(332-63) 


BYLES ON BILLS OF EXCHANGE. The Law of Bills of Exchange, 
Promissory Notes, Bank Notes and Cheques. 21st edition by Maurice Megrah. 
Sweet & Maxwell, 63s. 1955. 25-5 cm. 486 pages. Tables. Index. 

The basic authority for the English law on this subject remains the Bills of Exchange 

Act, 1882. Since the last edition of this standard treatise which appeared in 1939, 

however, there have been a number of changes in legislation and in case law which 

have been dealt with. In addition, many general improvements have been introduced, 
such as the inclusion of the relevant legislation in Commonwealth countries and the 

United States. The editor of this edition is a Barrister and is Secretary to the Institute 

of Bankers. (332-77) 


GOVERNMENT FINANCE AND FISCAL POLICY IN 
POST-WAR BRITAIN. A. R. Ilersic. Staples Press, 25s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
278 pages. 3 diagrams. 23 tables. Index. 

Mr. Ilersic is lecturer in the Department of Social Studies at Bedford College, London. 

In this book he writes both for the university student and for the business man wanting 

a general explanation of the problems of taxation and inflation. He discusses, among 

other matters, whether the present levels of direct taxation have any ill effects on 

business and industry, and describes the effects of the ‘cheap’ money experiment of 

1945-7 and of the later ‘dear’ money policy. In coming to his conclusions he makes 

use of the evidence given before the Royal Commission on Taxation and other official 

bodies. (336-42) 

Law 

NATHAN’S EQUITY THROUGH THE CASES. 3rd edition by 
O. R. Marshall. Stevens & Sons, 42s. 1955. 22 cm. 652 pages. Tables. Index. 

That part of English law known as equity is based more on judicial decision than on 

statute. This book containing extracts from leading equitable decisions, supplemented 

by extensive notes, is regarded as an authoritative work both for students and 
practitioners. The new edition is basically the same as the last. The introduction deals 
generally with the nature of an equitable interest while the main part, in ten chapters, 
covers the principal aspects of the English law of Trusts. Part 3, “Various Spheres of 

Equity’, has chapters on part of the law of mortgages, restrictive covenants and on 

contracts for the benefit of a third person. (347°8) 
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Public Administration 
ANGEVIN KINGSHIP. J. E. A. Jolliffe. Black, 35s. 1955. 23cm. 
364 pages. Index. 

This is a monograph of considerable significance for English medieval scholars. It is 
hardly too much to say that it will arouse discussion not only for the conclusions at 
which it arrives, but also for the challenge inherent in the historical method it adopts. 
Briefly, the book is a reaction away from the fashion of modern historians, who 
study the kingship of the twelfth century in the light of later constitutional develop- 
ment, thereby imposing a pattern which, so the author contends, the facts do not 
warrant. His alternative is to allow the administrative records of the period to make 
their own pattern. The result is a fresh and stimulating treatment of the whole 
subject. (354°42) 


BRITISH GOVERNMENT, 1914-1953. Select Documents. Compiled 
by G. H. L. Le May. Methuen, 25s. 1955. 22 cm. 432 pages. Index. 
This is a good collection of source material, much of it not easily obtainable elsewhere, 
for the student of government or of constitutional history. It contains the main 
provisions of over forty important statutes, beginning with the Official Secrets Act 
of 1911. In addition, it includes numerous extracts from official reports and parlia- 
mentary debates, carefully selected as illustrating British parliamentary procedure, 
central and local government administration, judicial procedure and parliamentary 
representation. The compiler, who is Professor of Local Government and Public 
Administration in the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, is a former 


Fellow of Balliol College, Oxford. (354°42) 


THE FOREIGN OFFICE LIST AND DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR YEAR BOOK, 1955. Edited by Members of the Staff 
of the Foreign Office. Harrison & Sons, 45s. 1955. 21°5cm. $74 pages. 
2 illustrations. Index. , 

This volume is divided into five parts, the first forming the introduction and index. 

The second part gives lists of members of the different grades of the foreign service, 

and details of embassies, legations, consulates and members of the home departments. 

Part three contains miscellaneous information, such as consular districts, flags, 

precedence, and uniforms. Foreign service regulations are set out in part four, and part 

five consists of statements of service of members of the foreign service at home and 
abroad. Part six lists foreign embassies, legations and consulates in the United 

Kingdom, the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, and United Kingdom Colonies, 

Protectorates and Trusteeship Territories. (354°421) 


THE FOREIGN OFFICE. Lord Strang and other Members of the 
Foreign Service. Allen & Unwin, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 226 pages. Chart. Index. 
(New Whitehall Series) 


This comprehensive account of the Department of State in which are integrated the 
Diplomatic, Commercial Diplomatic, Consular and Information Services contains 
chapters of great general interest and others which, with three appendices, provide 
detailed information for the specialist or for anyone aiming at the Foreign Service as a 
career. The former discuss the Nature and Functions of the Foreign Service, the Life and 
Work of its members abroad and at home, Diplomatic Practice, Present Problems 
and Future Trends. The latter deal with the Organisation, Size and Cost of the Service, 
Recruitment and Training, and its Conditions of Service. The book is a valuable 
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work of reference. It is also extremely readable: its discussions of general topics, 
especially, are conducted in a lively informal style. In them will be found correctives 
to some widely entertained misconceptions and reasoned answers to frequently heard 


criticisms. (354°421) 
Social Welfare 


SOCIAL CASE-WORK IN GREAT BRITAIN. Edited by 
Cherry Morris. 2nd edition. Faber, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 232 pages. Bibliography. 
Index. 

The principles, methods and practice of case-work within the frame of the national 

health and social services are here considered by ten social workers each writing on 

her own specialty—moral welfare, probation work, family case-work, child guidance, 
psychiatric or medical social work. The bibliographies have been brought up to date 

for this edition and the text slightly amended. (361-3) 


ABBE PIERRE AND THE RAGPICKERS. Boris Simon. Translated 
from the French by Lucie Noel. Harvill Press, 15s. 1955. 22cm. 208 pages. 
16 photographs. 

Abbé Pierre’s name will go down into history as the man who awakened in France 

a new concern about the poor. His heart-rending appeals generated an ‘insurrection 

of kindness’, and by his initiative and phenomenal capactiy for organisation, his utter 

selflessness and devotion to the hungry and homeless, he has built up a community 
whose members recover their self-respect by helping one another. In this arresting 
human story the writer tells how he organised his ragpickers, bought land, erected 
huts, grappled with the authorities, and raised money by begging in the streets and 
taking part in the “double or quits’ show in a circus. Emmaus, the name the Abbé 
gave to his house, was not only, as the author observes, a crossroads of moral distress 
but a crossroads of redemption. (362-5) 


BY COURTESY OF THE CRIMINAL. The Human Approach to the 
Treatment of Crime. C. A. Joyce. Harrap, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 144 pages. 
10 photographs. Bibliography. 

The author is Headmaster of the Cotswold School at Ashton Keynes in Wiltshire, 

where he has had considerable success since 1941 in dealing with the problems of 

the juvenile criminal from an enlightened and humane point of view. He describes the 
types of young criminal and their background, and outlines the different aspects 
of the work of the approved school. His narrative is enlivened by many examples and 
anecdotes, and this account of a well-known institution should be of considerable 
interest to workers in the field in Britain and overseas. (364-72) 


Education 


REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 1954 CONFERENCE 
OF THE UNIVERSITIES OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND convened by the Committee of Vice- 
Chancellors and Principals and held in the William Beveridge Hall, University of 
London, Senate House, on Friday and Saturday, December 17th and 18th, 1954. 
Association of Universities of the British Commonwealth, 2s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 112 pages. 
Index of speakers. Paper covers. 

This booklet contains a verbatim account of the proceedings which took the form of 

discussions on the following three subjects: the supply of teachers for mathematics 
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and science; whether undergraduate courses of study are overloaded; the retiring age 
for university teachers. At each session the opening speeches, which were followed by 
lively debates, were contributed by two eminent speakers, each of whom had intimate 
experience of the topic under discussion. Their views served to emphasise that there 
are no easy or straightfoward solutions for any of the problems posed. The Report 
includes a list of members of the Conference. It should prove of great interest to all 
concerned with problems arising in connection with the vital educational topics 
which were discussed. (378-42) 


THE YEARBOOK OF THE UNIVERSITIES OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH, 1955. 32nd issue. Association of Universities of 
the British Commonwealth, 63s. 1955. 19 cm. 2,084 pages. Bibliography. Indexes, 

New features in the present edition of this standard academic directory include 

entries for two important new university institutions—the University College of 

Rhodesia and Nyasaland at Salisbury in Southern Rhodesia, and the University 

of Rajshahi in East Pakistan. Saint Mary’s University at Halifax, Nova Scotia, and 

Assumption College at Windsor, Ontario, which have recently been admitted to the 

National Conference of Canadian Universities, are also included. As usual, details of 

staff, degree courses, diplomas, fees, publications, etc. are supplied for each Common- 

wealth university. The appendices give inter alia particulars of qualifications for 

admission and of postgraduate awards. (378-42) 


Philately 
THE POSTAGE STAMPS AND POSTAL HISTORY OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS. Douglas Patrick with Mary Patrick. Ryerson Press 
(Toronto, Canada), $4-00. 1955. 22 cm. 192 pages. Illustrations. Folded coloured 
flag chart. 
An imaginative and effective method of making known the aims and activities of the 
United Nations and its Specialized Agencies is set forth in this book by the Stamp 
Editor of the Toronto Globe and Mail, with a Foreword by Benjamin Cohen, 
U.N. Assistant Secretary-General for Public Information, and an Introduction by 
Reidar Tvedt, Chief of the U.N. Postal Administration. This work contains a wealth 
of information concerning points of interest to philatelists but the greater part is of 
general interest and should appeal to students of world relations everywhere. Its 
publication is admirably timed to coincide with the United Nations decennial 
celebration and is a fitting record of the continuous work of the world organisation 
to achieve peace, justice and security for all. (383) 


THE COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS OF THE _ BRITISH 
COMMONWEALTH. H. D. S. Haverbeck. Faber, 25s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 
240 pages. 46 plates. 

Modern philately with its vast range of choice has inevitably led to specialisation. 

Included in this field comes the thematic collection, as likely to be limited to 

reasonable size and within the purse of the average collector. One of the themes most 

likely to appeal both to the beginner and the expert is “The Commemorative Stamps 
of the British Commonwealth’. This book thus arrives at a timely moment. The text 
sets out country by country all the requisite information as to commemorative issues 
and the events associated with them, often even giving the numbers of stamps issued. 
The numerous and clear illustrations add to the value of this excellent publication. 


(383-22) 
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Transport 
ONCE UPON A TIDE. Hervey Benham. Harrap, 18s. 1955. 21°5 cm. 
240 pages. Numerous illustrations. Endpaper maps and drawings. Bibliography. 
Indexes. 
Mr. Benham has followed his studies of East Anglian sailing vessels, begun in 
Down Tops’l and continued in The Last Stronghold of Sail, back into the 18th and 19th 
centuries. As he points out, few people today realise the astonishingly heavy traffic 
which was carried by coastal craft of every kind in the North Sea and the Channel, 
until the advent of the railways, and for some time after. Galliots, busses, hoys, 
brigantines, sloops, wherries, billanders, cutters, snows and pinks—the terms are 
technical today, and sometimes obsolete; they were once commonplace. This is a 
condensed and valuable record of past coastal-carrying, fishing and smuggling 
industry, and the illustrations are documented in a way which could well be 
emulated in all books of the kind. (387-51) 


Folk-lore 


LEGENDS OF IRELAND. J. J. Campbell. Batsford, 15s. 1955. 22m. 
220 pages. Illustrations by Louis le Brocquy. 
Mr. Campbell has made new translations from the Irish of a number of legends, 
including epics which will be familiar in other versions, as well as some which have 
not been rendered into English before. Heroics are happily balanced by humorous 
anecdotes, even burlesques. He has clearly avoided archaic or poetic diction, and 
relates the stories in a direct and pliant prose. For the line drawings, which add 
distinction to the book, the artist has devised a happy style which evokes the spirit 
and setting of the tales with the greatest economy of detail. For those who have yet 
to know Cuchulainn or Finn, or the story of Diarmuid and Grainne, this book 
affords an excellent opportunity to become acquainted with them. (398-209415) 


LINGUISTICS 


DICTIONARIES BRITISH AND AMERICAN. James Root Hulbert. 
Deutsch, 9s.6d. 1955. 22°5cm. 108 pages. Index. (Language Library) 
This volume describes briefly the history of English dictionaries from the primitive 
word-book to the manifold types of dictionary available today. The author, who was 
Professor of English in the University of Chicago until 1949, has a high opinion 
of British work in this field. A large section of the book deals with the technique of 
modern lexicography and should be of great value both to intending compilers and 
to critical students of dictionaries. This work should certainly dispel the idea that 
dictionaries are dull. (423) 


BETTER ENGLISH. G. H. Vallins. Reprint. Deutsch, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 
240 pages. Index. (Language Library) 
Like its predecessor Good English, this is a more elegant reissue of a volume that 
originally appeared in Pan Books. Though independent they are complementary, the 
main distinction being that the former dealt chiefly with accidence and syntax, this 
with idiom, expression, and the niceties of language. Fortunately Mr. Vallins has 
numerous prejudices and the courage to air them unrepentantly. He also displays 
impish ingenuity in picking his examples of error from the most dignified sources. 
This and the many books like it which have recently appeared are a welcome 
indication that the English language is healthier than many critics would have us 
believe. (428-2) 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO OLD ENGLISH. G. L. Brook. Manchester 
University Press (Manchester), 10s.6d. 1955. 19cm. I50 pages. Frontispiece. 
Notes. Glossary. Bibliography. 

A sensible book which should prove helpful to teachers of Old English and also to 

those who desire to gain some knowledge of grammar and syntax in order to read 

Old English texts for themselves. The grammar is well set out, with encouraging 

clarity and relevance, and the account of the most important sound-changes and the 

section on syntax (too often ignored in Old English grammars) are particularly 
helpful. It should provide a reliable and pleasant introduction to the study of Old 

English language and literature. (429) 


PURE SCIENCE 
Mathematics 


FROM SIMPLE NUMBERS TO THE CALCULUS. Mathematics 
for Everyman. Egmont Colerus. Translated from the German by B. C. and H. F. 
Brookes. Heinemann, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 260 pages. Diagrams. Tables. 

This translation of a pre-war German book is intended for the general reader who 

realises the importance of mathematics in the modern world, but believes that the 

subject is incomprehensible to him. Nothing save the most elementary arithmetic is 
assumed, yet much of algebra, geometry and trigonometry is described, the concepts 

underlying the differential and integral calculus are discussed, and there is even a 

chapter on interpolation. The simple style of the original has been preserved in the 

translation, and, granted perseverance, the intelligent reader should be able to cure 

any fear of mathematics he may possess. (510) 


Geodesy 


SOLUTION OF PROBLEMS IN SURVEYING AND FIELD 
ASTRONOMY. H. W. Stephenson. Pitman, 25s. 1955. 19°5 cm. 300 pages. 
Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

The author, a practising civil engineer, includes in this book 89 worked examples, 

and 160 practice problems with solutions but no working, from examinations set for 

the London University external degree in Civil Engineering, and other similar 
examinations. The scope of the book is wide, and includes reference to least square 
adjustment and the optics of levels and theodolites. A valuable feature is the resumé 
of the theory on which the examples are based which comes at the beginning of each 
chapter. The volume is unreservedly recommended, although it is to be regretted 
that Mr. Stephenson does not mention the Star Almanac. (526) 


Physics 

DYNAMICS OF A PARTICLE INTRODUCED VIA THE 
CALCULUS. Being Chapters I-IV of Mechanics via the Calculus. P. W. Norris 
and W. Seymour Legge. Cleaver-Hume Press, 4s. 1955. 21-5 cm. 80 pages. 
Diagrams. Tables. 

The authors’ well-known textbook, Mechanics via the Calculus, assumes some 

knowledge of the elements of calculus, and aims at an appreciation of dynamical 

results by developing calculus processes. The present booklet is a reprint of chapters 

I-IV of the parent work, and contains two chapters on linear motion, and two on 

motion in two dimensions. A commendable feature is the number of worked and 

unworked exercises. (531) 
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INTERMEDIATE HEAT. Philip Parker. Heinemann, 113.6d. 1955. 22-5 cm. 
224 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

This book deals with heat to a standard about that of the Intermediate B.Sc. 

examination. The subjects discussed include calorimetry, the gas laws, thermal 

expansion, change of state and vapours, transfer of heat, thermometry and pyrometry. 

The book is clearly written, profusely illustrated and contains numerous examination 

questions with answers. It is a useful and up-to-date textbook. (536) 


INTRODUCTION TO EXPERIMENTAL PHYSICS. William B. 
Fretter. Blackie, 35s. 1955. 24cm. 360 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. (Blackie’s Physics Series) 

This book is based on a series of lectures given by a number of specialists at the 

University of California. The main topic of the book is atomic and nuclear physics, 

and the related experimental technique. While care has been taken to make the book 

simple enough for student use, it contains many practical hints which should be of 
service to the working physicist. The book is very well produced and can be highly 


recommended to those interested in the subject. (539) 


PROGRESS IN NUCLEAR PHYSICS, Vol. 4. Edited by O. R. Frisch. 
Pergamon Press, 70s. 1955. 25*5 cm. 388 pages. Numerous illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. (Progress Series) 

The high standard set for this series is well maintained in the present volume, as 

evidenced by the table of contents: Photodisintegration Experiments with Nuclear 

Emulsions; Scintillation Spectrometer Statistics; Meson Phenomena and the Meson 

Theory; Focusing in High Energy Accelerators; Isotopic Spin and Nuclear Reactions; 

Heavy Ions of High Energy; Nuclear Properties of the Very Heavy Elements; 

The Preparation and Chemistry of the Transuranium Elements; Neutron Spectro- 

scopy. An innovation is the inclusion of a chemical paper, the reason being, as stated 

by the editor in his foreword, that chemical properties of new elements are sometimes 
important for the physicist and, at the same time, difficult for him to extract from 

the chemical literature. (539-7) 


EXPLAINING THE ATOM. Selig Hecht. Revised and with four 
additional chapters by Eugene Rabinowitch. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 1955. 20°5 cm. 
224 pages. 22 diagrams. 3 tables. Index. 

When Selig Hecht, recognised as an authority on the physics of vision and the eye, 

turned his hand to the popularisation of science in this book (first published in the 

U.S.A. in 1947), both scientists and laymen agreed that he had produced one of 

the most lucid accounts ever written of the scientific basis of nuclear energy and the 

atomic bomb. The present edition has been revised by Eugene Rabinowitch, who has 
added four chapters covering recent developments. (s39°7) 


THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 1954 GLASGOW CONFERENCE 
ON NUCLEAR AND MESON PHYSICS. Conference sponsored 
by the International Union of Pure and Applied Physics. Edited by E. H. Bellamy 
and R. G. Moorhouse. Pergamon Press, 63s. 1955. 25°§ cm. 362 pages. Plates. 
Diagrams. Tables. 

A collection of papers read at the International Conference on Nuclear and Meson 

Physics held at Glasgow University in July 1954. An edited form of the resulting 

discussions is also included. The papers were divided into eight groups dealing with 
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various aspects of the subject. Each section was introduced with a survey paper read 
by some leading authority and followed by more detailed accounts of the investiga- 
tions carried out by different research workers. The editors and printers are to be 
complimented on the presentation of the papers and also on the speed with which 
the book has been completed thus giving a concise and up-to-date account of the 
general state of the subject. (539-7) 


Chemistry 


A LABORATORY MANUAL OF QUALITATIVE ORGANIC 
ANALYSIS. H. T. Openshaw. 3rd edition. Cambridge University Press, 
10s.6d. 1955. 22cm. 104 pages. Tables. Index. 

Since its first appearance nine years ago this little book has been well used by students 

taking a course in practical organic chemistry. It is based on considerable practical 

teaching experience. The new edition has been thoroughly revised and several 
changes have been made, the most important being the determination of all functional 
groups at the earliest moment possible. The book is warmly recommended to 

teachers and students of organic chemistry. (547-01) 


Geology Oceanography Meteorology 


THE EARTH BENEATH US. H. H. Swinnerton. Muller, 21s. 1955. 
22*5 cm. 320 pages. 31 photographs. 28 illustrations in text. Index. 
Outlines of the natural sciences written for the general reader are popular at the 
moment. Few of the authors, however, possess the scientific authority of the author 
of this introduction to geology. Professor Swinnerton covers a vast range of time with 
assurance, describing lucidly what is known or surmised of events from the origin of 
the earth to the first appearance of man. His account of the formation of the continents 
and of their major surface features makes the essential points clearly; but readers may 
find of most interest his account of the gradual development of life, beginning with 
the marine plants and crustacea of the pre~-Cambrian rocks which preceded the first 
land plants by an immense span of time. The story he tells of the pio process, 
with its emphasis on the principles involved, is full of fascination. (550) 


THE UNDERSEA ADVENTURE. Philippe Diolé. Translated from the 
French by Alan Ross. Reprint. Pan Books, 2s.6d. 1955. 18cm. 192 pages. 
12 illustrations. Paper covers. 

M. Diolé’s L’Aventure Sous-Marine (first published in France in 1951 and in this 

se translation in 1953) not only gives a scientific account of undersea animals 

and seaweeds in their natural state: in its lively, exclamatory style it assesses what the 
sea and its products mean to civilised peoples both economically and aesthetically. 

Chapters cover the history of diving, the special physiological conditions of the sea 

and how the diver slowly comes to appreciate them, identification of animals and 

plants and special techniques for exploiting them, observation of habits, especially 

courtship, submarine archaeology and future lines of discovery. (551-46) 


ATMOSPHERIC TURBULENCE. O. G. Sutton. 2nd edition. Methuen, 
8s.6d. 1955. 17 cm. 120 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. (Methuen’s Monographs 
on Physical Subjects) 

This second edition has been slightly modified from the first, mainly by the inclusion 

of paragraphs dealing with modern work on the chimney stack as a source of atmo- 
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spheric pollution. The work as a whole is a brief exposition, by the present Director 
of the Meteorological Office, of atmospheric turbulence near the ground, i.c., in the 
first hundreds of feet. (5s1°s1) 


Anthropology 
CHANGING LAPPS. A Study in Culture Relations in Northernmost 
Norway. Gutorm Gjessing. Royal Anthropological Institute for the Department of 
Anthropology, London School of Economics and Political Science, 12s. 1954. 24°5 cm. 
72 pages. 2 maps. Bibliography. Paper covers. (London School of Economics Mono- 
graphs on Social Anthropology). Typewriter script. 
The author, Professor of Ethnography in Oslo University and Director of its ethno- 
graphic museum, describes contemporary life in northern Lapland and corrects 
misconceptions prevalent in the English-speaking world. Against the background of 
many-sided culture contact in prehistoric and historic times, Laestadianism, a revivalist 
Lutheran sect among Lapps and Finns, is seen as part of Christianity’s local develop- 
ment through five centuries. Sea Lapps, successful coastal fishermen, are given as 
much attention as 3,000 long permanently settled agriculturists allegedly never 
referred to in English before, and the renowned reindeer-breeders, a self- 
tax-paying aristocracy which clings to its traditional language, clothing and social 
customs even when wintering in timber houses and sharing the appurtenances of 
modern life. (5729484) 


THE ECONOMY OF HAUSA COMMUNITIES OF ZARIA. 
M. G. Smith for the Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 20s. 1955. 325 cm. 
272 pages. 13 photographs. Diagrams. Sketch maps. 40 tables. Bibliography. 
Paper covers (Colonial Research Studies, No. 16) 

The author, now with the Institute of Social and Economic Research in the University 

College of the West Indies, carried out this research in Northern Nigeria some years 

ago, and presented it as a report to the Colonial Social Science Research Council in 

1951. The report deals in detail with the social structure, kinship, domestic grouping, 

rank, authority, and political organisation, whilst a final section examines the modern 

economy, production, occupational patterns, and domestic budgets. (572-9669) 


Microbiology 


THE CHEMISTRY OF MICRO-ORGANISMS. Arthur Bracken. 
Pitman, 30s. 1955. 22cm. 352 pages. Plate. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

An introductory work which reviews in an interesting and readable manner the 

chemical changes brought about by micro-organisms. While primarily for scientific- 

ally qualified readers there is much to interest students and others wishing to acquire a 

background to the subject. The treatment is largely theoretical but one chapter is 

devoted to more practical aspects. After an introductory section discussing the micro- 
organisms and enzymes in general terms, the author goes on to consider in greater 
detail such topics as penicillin, and the other antibiotics, syntheses resulting from the 
action of micro-organisms, inorganic chemistry and micro-organisms, etc. The 
numerous references to the original literature will greatly enhance the book’s value 
to those who wish to study any aspect in greater detail. (576) 
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Botany 
THE WILD FLOWERS OF KUWAIT AND _ BAHRAIN. 
Violet Dickson. Allen & Unwin, 25s. 1955. 22 cm. 144 pages. 2 colour plates. 
5 photographs. Numerous drawings in text. 6 maps. 
Mrs. Dickson is a naturalist with wide interests whose work during nearly thirty 
years’ residence in the Middle East has enriched the collections of Kew, the British 
Museum and other institutions. A list in alphabetical order of the plants of Kuwait, 
the small state at the head of the Persian Gulf, takes up the main part of this book. 
Notes are provided to help identification, and the many small sketches convey the 
characteristics of the plants without being overloaded with detail. In addition there 
are notes on interesting features of this xerophilous flora and sections by other 
contributors on collections made in other parts of this general region. (581-953) 


Zoology 
STUDIES OF THE PSYCHOLOGY AND BEHAVIOUR OF 
CAPTIVE ANIMALS IN ZOOS AND CIRCUSES. H. Hediger. 
Translated from the German by Geoffrey Sircom. Butterworth, 30s. 1955. 25 cm. 
174 pages. 30 photographs. Bibliography. Index. 
Dr. Hediger is Director of the Zoological Gardens at Zurich and his book, ably 
translated into English, is a convincing answer to those who maintain that zoos are 
useless. Many of the observations and tests described could not have been made 
without the intimate knowledge of individual animals which Dr. Hediger has 
acquired among his collections. The book will interest all students of animal behaviour 
because the author approaches his work with a wide knowledge of the principles and 
literature of his subject and with a background of travel and field observations which 
enable him to relate his information to natural conditions. (sor-st) 


EAGLES. Leslie Brown. Michael Joseph, 18s. 1955. 22-5cm. 274 pages. 
38 photographs. Map. Index. 
Mr. Brown’s book is a satisfying blend of valuable, first-hand natural history observa- 
tion and graphic description of experiences undergone in Scotland and East Africa. 
The writing is direct and the treatment will appeal to any ordinary reader with a 
natural history bent. Professional zoologists will learn much from the discussions on 
the territories, food, breeding seasons and general biology of eagles. Mr. Brown’s 
attentions have been divided between the golden eagle in Scotland and some dozen 
species of the much richer African fauna, and the contrast promotes some fruitful 
inferences. (598-2) 
APPLIED SCIENCE 
Medical Sciences Public Health 
ILLUSTRATED PRACTICAL NURSING PROCEDURES FOR 
HOSPITAL ASSISTANTS. Josephine Scott. Published in association 
with the Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland Joint Publications Bureau. Heinemann, 
158. 1955. 22°5 cm. 128 pages. 64 illustrations. Index. 
Written by the Matron of the African Medical Training School, Lusaka, this is a 
helpful companion to the standard textbooks for hospital assistants in dispensaries and 
out-stations. Methods for each procedure are clearly described in boldly headed 
paragraphs, and the equipment needed is enumerated and, for the most part, illustrated. 
There are chapters on the administration of medicine and drugs, collecting material 
for laboratory examination and theatre duties. The hospital assistant is reminded of 
nursing ethics and throughout the text his personal responsibility is stressed. (610-73) 


1104 








CIBA FOUNDATION COLLOQUIA ON ENDOCRINOLOGY. 
Vol. VII. The Human Adrenal Cortex. Edited by G. E. W. Wolstenholme 
and Margaret P. Cameron. Churchill, 55s. 1955. 21 cm. 682 pages. 227 illustrations. 
Charts. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. (Ciba Foundation Symposia) 

This, the twenty-sixth of the small international conferences organised in London by 

the Ciba Foundation, consisted of thirty-five main papers by eminent research workers, 

and was divided into two parts; the chairmen were Dr. Gregory Pincus and Professor 

G. W. Thorn. The proceedings here published in full, with verbatim reports of 

discussions and references to the literature, are mainly, but not narrowly, concerned 

with the human adrenal cortex. They are of outstanding importance to those working 
on the diverse problems of histology, biochemistry, physiology, pathology, and 
clinical and psychological medicine offered by cortico-medullary, hypothalamic 

and pituitary relationships. (612-4) 


THE CIVILIAN HEALTH AND MEDICAL _- SERVICES. 
Vol. Il. The Colonies. The Medical Services of the Ministry of Pensions. Public 
Health in Scotland. Public Health in Northern Ireland. Edited by Sir Arthur 
Salusbury MacNalty. H.M. Stationery Office, 45s. 1955. 25 cm. 418 pages. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. (History of the Second World War: United Kingdom Medical 
Series) 

After a general chapter, senior medical men who were largely responsible for their 

colonies’ medical services contribute factual and sometimes moving articles on 

their experiences in Malta, Hong Kong, Malaya, North Borneo, British Somaliland, 

Palestine, Cyprus, Gibraltar and Ceylon. In Part 2 the Director of Medical Services, 

the Ministry of Pensions, describes the development of this branch of the medical 

services which had to deal with casualties and presents useful statistics. To Parts 3 

and 4, the Department of Health for Scotland and the Ministry of Health and Local 

Government, Northern Ireland, contribute sixteen chapters on the services created 

in their countries to meet the impact of war on the civilian population. (614-094) 


INTRODUCTION TO CHEMICAL PHARMACOLOGY. 
R. B. Barlow. Methuen, 35s. 1955. 22 cm. 358 pages. 53 diagrams. 86 tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This book, whose excellent documentation should ensure its usefulness for reference 

as well as for undergraduate study, is the outcome of an optional supplementary 

course given in the Department of Pharmacology, Oxford, for third-year students of 
the honours chemistry course. The author, taking into account the chemistry student's 
general lack of a solid groundwork of biology, deals simply with biological aspects, 
prefaces most chapters with a section on biological tests and adds an appendix on the 
elements of anatomy, physiology and biochemistry. The subject, the effect of changes 
in chemical constitution on the mechanism and intensity of physiological action, is 
here for the first time efficiently assembled for the chemistry student. The index of 
drug names gives those used in the British and United States pharmacopoeias and 
also commoner trade names. (615-5) 


DISEASES OF THE LIVER AND BILIARY SYSTEM. 
Sheila Sherlock. Blackwell (Oxford), sos. 1955. 23 cm. 736 pages. 198 illustrations 
(3 in colour). Tables. Bibliography. Index. 


Physicians, surgeons and pathologists will accept this as the standard British work on 
its subject. Dr. Sherlock gives comprehensive accounts of basic anatomy, physiology, 
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biochemistry and pathology, and deals very fully with techniques, diagnosis, progno- 
sis, management and treatment. She elucidates liver disease according to the site of the 
disturbance, whether in the hepatic cells, portal vein, hepatic artery and hepatic 
veins, bile ducts or reticulo-endothelial system, and stresses the importance of assessing 
the reaction there before proceeding to a diagnosis. After this general consideration 
of each liver component she proceeds to full descriptions of individual diseases. The 
documentation and production of the book are of a standard equal to the subject 
matter. (616-3) 


THE DIABETIC LIFE: Its Control by Diet and Insulin. A Concise 
Practical Manual for Practitioners and Patients. R. D. Lawrence. 15th edition. 
Churchill, 12s.6d. 1955. 21 cm. 240 pages. 19 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

The physician in charge of the Diabetic Department, King’s College Hospital, London, 

writes here, with a modicum of theory and full details of treatment, for doctor and 

intelligent patient—some chapters for the one, some (e.g. those dealing with health 
education) for the other, and many useful to both. Throughout the practical text, 
the author stresses the importance of the diabetic’s full co-operation in the regimen 
by which he may lead a normal life. Recent knowledge, such as treatment with the 
new insulin, is incorporated, and some diets and recipes are still included, although 
the author’s popular little Diabetic A.B.C. deals more fully with these. (616-46) 


THE MANAGEMENT OF ACUTE POLIOMYELITIS. C. P. Stott 
and M. Fischer-Williams. Livingstone, 12s.6d. 1955. 22cm. 112 pages. 
44 illustrations. Index. 

A nurse and a neurological registrar, experienced in treating poliomyelitis in America 

and the United Kingdom, give an authoritative and practical account of management 

of every stage of non-paralytic and paralytic types. Thus, much of the handbook is 
applicable to patients paralysed from other causes. Opening with chapters on the 
nature of the disease, the clinical picture, isolation techniques and the routine of 
admission to hospital, it proceeds to discuss the physiology of respiration and deals 
exhaustively with nursing methods including hot packs, care in the respirator and 
weaning the patient from the respirator. Equipment is listed and well illustrated; 
passive movements and flexibility exercises are described, the former with diagrams. 
(616-9) 


DISEASES OF INFANCY AND CHILDHOOD. Wilfrid Sheldon. 
7th edition. Churchill, 50s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 816 pages. Numerous illustrations 
(7 in colour). Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

Dr. Sheldon’s textbook, the product of outstanding clinical acumen and experience 

acquired during years of teaching in the Hospital for Sick Children, and King’s 

College Hospital, London, does not attempt to give the detail of the large reference 

works. Instead, based on a sure knowledge of the needs of practitioners and students, 

it provides a very adequate groundwork of aetiology and pathology, and fully 
expounds diagnosis and treatment. Some diseases are included for the first time in the 
seventh edition, such as retrolental fibroplasia, galactosuria and endocardial 
fibroelastosis, several sections have been rewritten and new illustrations introduced. 
Its easy, lucid style contributes to the book’s popularity with its readers in many 
countries. (618-9) 
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OLD AGE IN THE MODERN WORLD. Report of the Third 
Congress of the International Association of Gerontology, London, 1954. 
Livingstone, 358. 1955. 22°$cm. 656 pages. Illustrations. Tables. Charts. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Gerontologists unable to attend the third congress will find much to compensate them 

in this moderately priced volume, in which many communications of special interest 

and value are published, with references to the literature. The proceedings opened 
with a delightful public oration by Miss Margery Fry, herself an octogenarian, and 

Dr. Sheldon’s presidential address on the social philosophy of old age. There followed 

papers on residential care, community activities, national programmes, employment 

and health education for the aged. Anatomical, physiological and neuropsychiatrical 
aspects were also dealt with at some length, as were such clinical problems as cancer 

and cardiovascular diseases in old age. (618-97) 


Engineering: Electrical 
ELECTRO-TECHNOLOGY. Basic Theory and Circuit Calculations for 
Electrical Engineers. M. G. Say. 2nd edition. Newnes, 10s.6d. 1955. 22cm. 
168 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 
First published as Electro-Technology and Calculations, this book is intended to ates 
fundamentals of the phenomena which are important in light and heavy electrical 
engineering. An introductory section deals with conduction and magnetic and 
electric field effects. The second part of the book gives a complete guide to the handli 
of circuit problems. A feature is the collection of network theorems. The boo: 
contains a large number of illustrations, graphs and tables. It is clearly written and 
should be useful as a textbook for students and as a book of reference for practising 
engineers in all branches of electrical industry. (621-3) 


—— Machine Tools 


WORKSHOP TECHNOLOGY. Part 1. An Introductory Course. W. A. J. 
Chapman. 2nd edition. Edward Amold, 12s.6d. 1955. 22cm. 318 pages. 
Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

This book was written primarily to guide the practical man in acquiring a thorough 

knowledge of basic engineering crafts; in the hands of any keen student it will 

achieve this object. It will also help technicians and students of engineering science to 
develop the appreciation of workshop conditions which is essential to put theory into 
practice. Since its first publication in 1943 this book has become a standard text. 

As its contents deal largely with fundamentals, there has been little large scale 

revision in this second edition, but sections have been added to and modernised 

where necessary. (621-9) 


—— Firearms 


RIFLEMAN AND PISTOLMAN. L. B. Escritt. Jenkins, 15s. 1955. 

22 cm. 156 pages. 25 photographs. 18 drawings in text. 4 tables. Glossary. Index. 
Here in short compass is what enthusiasts for the rifle and pistol would wish to know. 
It covers the generalities of behaviour both on the range and in search of game, 
both with due emphasis on the paramount need for safety. It further deals with all 
that goes to the construction and, hence, the selection of a good weapon, the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of various sights, and with all this the element of ballistics on 
which hitting the target depend. A thoroughly readable work and full of sound 
advice and practical hints, not only to the beginner but to the old hand. (623-44) 
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—— Shipbuilding and Navigation 
FISHING BOATS OF THE WORLD. Edited by Jan-Olof Traung. 
*The Fishing News’—Arthur J. Heighway Publications, 90s. 1955. 28 cm. 646 pages 
(including 46 pages of advertisements). 604 photographs and diagrams. 
Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. 
In 1953 a Fishing Board Congress was convened by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization, United Nations, before which authoritative papers were presented on 
such matters as Design, Materials, Engines, Propellers, Deck Gear, Safety at Sea, and 
Factory or Processing Ships. The information brought before the Congress was great 
in amount and wide in range, describing as it did up-to-date methods both of inshore 
and deep-sea fishing all over the world. This information has now been edited with 
great skill and, with its excellent sub-divisions and good index, the book provides the 
fisherman, student, naval architect or the business man whose firm is concerned with 
fishing with an authoritative, detailed and well-illustrated conspectus of methods 
employed. This will be the standard reference book of its kind for many years to 
come, and many of its historical asides are fascinating. (623-828) 


RADAR AND ELECTRONIC NAVIGATION. G. J. Sonnenberg. 
2nd edition. Newnes, 31s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 296 pages. 81 photographs, drawings 
and diagrams. 4 charts (3 in colour). Tables. Index. 

This book is intended primarily for the navigator, and sets out the basic principles 

of the most used methods of echo sounding, direction finding, radiolocation and 

radar. After a general introduction, in which the principal features of the equipment 
are reviewed, particular attention is given to the Loran, Consol and Decca systems. 

Electrical details have been avoided as far as possible, and the book is therefore useful 

for a reader wishing to understand the operation of the equipment and the problems 

that it assists in solving. In the second edition some additional matter has been added 

in the radar section; there is also a description of the Decca flight log. (623-893) 


—— Sanitary 

SMALL SEWAGE WORKS. Frederick Charles Temple. 2nd edition, 
revised. Technical Press, 9s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 72 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Tables. 

This small volume is intended for those who are interested in small sewage disposal 

works. It is written by an engineer who has carried out many successful works 

abroad. The author gives a very concise description of the physical and chemical 

nature of sewage and the principles of sewage purification. In the chapters on design 

he is concerned only with small sewage disposal works of a very simple construction, 

and these are dealt with on the basis of the design practice he advocates for such 

works in India. (628-3) 


Agriculture 

BRITISH POISONOUS PLANTS. A. A. Forsyth for the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. H.M. Stationery Office, 6s.6d. 1955. 24°5 cm. 
122 pages. 20 photographs (4 in colour). Glossary. Bibliography. Index. Paper 
covers. (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Bulletin, No. 161). 

This valuable survey by Professor Forsyth, now Veterinary Consultant to the United 

Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, shows what a remarkably high pro- 

portion of Britain’s native plants are poisonous. Introductory sections survey the 

incidence of poisoning in man and farm stock, types of poison and general symptoms. 
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A detailed list in systematic order follows, giving descriptions, distributions, symptoms 
and first-aid treatment. Finally there are brief sections on moulds, fungi and plants that 
affect milk. Throughout references to literature are given. This will serve as a most 
useful handbook for farmer, veterinarians and even for parents whose children have 
been experimenting with gaudy fruits. (632°5) 


Forestry - 

THE VOLUME-BASAL AREA LINE. A Study in Forest Mensuration. 
F. C. Hummel. H.M. Stationery Office, 9s. 1955. 24 cm. 88 pages. 37 diagrams. 
29 tables. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Forestry Commission Bulletin, No. 24). 

The work described indicates a simplification in normal forestry practice in that 

calculations of timber volume can now be made from measurements of breast high 

tree girth alone, provided that the trees to be measured are not over 80 feet high. 

There is some variation in the relation of girth to volume according to species of tree, 

amount of thinning and so on, but this variation falls into classes which can be deter- 

mined empirically by examining a small sample of the trees to be measured. Thereafter 
by the use of tariff tables provided in an appendix the estimates can be made quite 

quickly. (634-928) 

Horticulture 

ALPINE GARDENING. Lawrence D. Hills. Faber, 25s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
350 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 34 photographs. 44 illustrations in text. 
Glossary. Index. 

This well-written and attractively produced book by the author of Alpines without a 

Garden, aimed at those who grow or merely love alpines, provides expert advice on 

the creation and maintenance of alpine banks, borders, paths and lawns, and the 

management of alpines in rock gardens and on horticultural dry walls, particular 
attention being paid to saving labour and ensuring the longest possible flowering 
period. In addition, nearly 500 plants are described individually in some detail, with 
full cultural instructions, especially as regards soil requirements, and there is a useful 
section on propagation, well illustrated with diagrams and photographs. (635-9) 


CACTI. A. Bertrand and A. Guillaumin. Translated from the French. 2nd edition, 
revised. Crosby Lockwood, 16s. 1955. 19 cm. 96 pages. $4 photographs (17 in colour) 
by A. Bertrand. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 

In the first edition of this practical and well-produced handbook for amateur cactus 

growers which appeared in 1952, the distinguished French authors outlined the 

general principles of cactus growing and gave detailed descriptions and advice on 
the cultivation of a wide range of varieties. The revised edition contains some additions 
to bring it up to date, especially as regards recently introduced insecticides, and many 

new colour and monochrome illustrations of great beauty and interest. (635-932) 


Fishing Industries 

ECHO SOUNDING EXPERIMENTS ON FISH. D. H. Cushing and 
I. D. Richardson for the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 5s.6d. 1955. 27 cm. 36 pages. Frontispiece. Diagrams. 7 tables. Bibliography. 
Paper covers. (Fishery Investigations. Series Il, Vol. XVIII, No. 4) 

The use of echo sounding apparatus for locating shoals of commercially valuable fish 

has increased greatly in recent years, but it is still not clear how precise is the know- 

ledge that can be gained from the method. The authors experimented with artificial 

shoals composed of dead fish and discovered that a large proportion of the returned 
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signal comes from the air bladder (this is practically important because some species, 
e.g. mackerel, have no air bladder), that there is a relation between the strength of 
signal and the number of fish, and that there is also a relation between the wavelength 
used and the size of fish. These are important preliminary conclusions. (639-2) 


Cookery 
REDUCE AND ENJOY IT COOKBOOK. Elaine L. Ross. Peter Nevill, 
10s.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 160 pages. Illustrations by Hellmuth Weissenborn. Indexes. 
The author sets out to show that “diet cooking can be party cooking, and party cook- 
ing can be easy’. There is nothi ccigiaal about counting calories ial eating less 
but, combined with delicious food chosen by an excellent cook who has to diet 
severely herself, this method should attract many who find it difficult to resist good 
food. The recipes are clear, the calories counted, and there is a diet course for thirty- 
one days with menus and recipes. A section devoted to ‘teenage’ dieting, with 
recipes for school sandwiches, should be useful to all age groups. (641-56) 


Publishing 
THE FIRST CAMBRIDGE PRESS IN ITS EUROPEAN SETTING. 
The Sandars Lectures in Bibliography, 1953. E. P. Goldschmidt. Cambridge 
University Press, 21s. 1955. 26-5 cm. 110 pages. 2 plates. 11 type facsimiles. Notes. 
Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Goldschmidt unfortunately did not live to see the book through the press, but 
the proofs were passed before his death. His subject is the series of learned books 
produced in Cambridge in 1521, backed by the leading humanists of the time. These 
were printed by John Laer or Lair of Siegburg, commonly known as John Siberch. 
It was the first venture of the kind in the University, and by linking the productions 
of Siegburg to the intellectual needs of the time, with its emphasis on Greek, the 
author has illuminated, with care and meticulous scholarship, a small but not un- 
important corner of Renaissance activity. Siberch’s edition of Lucian includes the 
first appearance of any Greek type in England, and his work would have been 
important for that if for no other reason. (655-4) 


Dyeing 
A HANDBOOK OF TEXTILE DYEING AND PRINTING. A. J. Hall. 
National Trade Press, 21s. 1955. 22 cm. 224 pages including advertisements. 
80 illustrations. 2 tables. Bibliography. Index. 
This intermediate handbook outlines modern practice in the dyeing and printing 
of fibres, yarns and fabrics. Once a “City and Guilds’ examiner, Mr. Hall is familiar 
with student needs, and the text will also be valuable for those working dyers who 
wish to learn the theory behind their known practice. There is considerable overlap 
in subject-matter with the author’s previous textbooks and his numerous articles in 
periodicals. The diagrams are clear, though they do not appear to have been drawn 
specially for this work, but the photographs of machinery have not reproduced 
well. (667-2) 


Metallurgy 

THEORETICAL STRUCTURAL METALLURGY. A. H. Cottrell. 
2nd edition. Edward Arnold, 25s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 260 pages. Diagrams. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This new edition of Professor Cotterell’s book appears when he has just left the 

Chair of Physical Metallurgy at Birmingham University for the Atomic Energy 


ItrIo 





ee ae. a ae 


he 
By 





Research Establishment. The first edition of 1947 was written to demonstrate the 
application of the ideas of atomic mechanics to problems of metals and alloys. In 
view of developments in the last decade, not only has the book been entirely rewritten, 
but sections have been added on such topics as the theory of dislocations and 
the surface tensions of grain boundaries. It forms an admirable introduction to the 
modern science of metals, and its soundness is guaranteed by the author’s own 


eminence in this field. (669-016) 


ELECTRONS, ATOMS, METALS AND ALLOYS. William Hume- 
Rothery. 2nd edition, revised. Cassier for “Metal Industry’, 25s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 
388 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

In this revised edition the chapter on plastic deformation and dislocation theory and 

the final part on nuclear structure are brought up to date. The reader is advised also 

that the equilibrium diagrams should be used qualitatively only unless known to 
be unmodified by recent work. The object of the author, a leading metallurgist, is 
to present an elementary but correct picture of the scope of current atomic theory as 
applied to metallurgy. Specially intended for readers wishing to study various 
aspects separately, the book has four sections covering the Natures of Atom, Metal, 
and Alloy and, finally, Structure of the Nucleus. Copious diagrams illustrate the 
text, and selected books for deeper reading are listed. The presentation is lucid and 
has proved to be suited to the type of reader intended. (669-016) 


Building Construction 

ROOFING AND STAIRBUILDING WITH THE STEEL SQUARE. 
Angus McSwan. 2nd edition. Technical Press, 9s.6d. 1955. 22-5 cm. 80 pages. 
Diagrams. 

A simple textbook in three parts, each consisting of a series of full page drawings with 

explanatory text on the opposite pages. The first two parts are concerned with the 

use of the steel square in setting out simple gabled and hipped roofs for square and 

out of square plans. The third part, not previously included, deals with the setting out 

of straight flights of stairs and with winders. The work is an excellent sors | to 

English practice of a simpler sort in roofing and stairbuilding which differs consider- 

ably from Continental practice but is identical with that of the U.S.A. (694-2) 


ARTS AND RECREATION 


TREASURES OF THE GREAT NATIONAL GALLERIES. An Intro- 
duction to the Paintings in the Famous Museums of the Western World. Hans 
Tietze. Phaidon Press, 35s. 1955. 26°5 cm. 432 pages. 296 plates (24 in colour). 
6 illustrations in text. Bibliographical note. Index. 

This volume describes how the leading national galleries of the world came into 

being and reproduces many of the masterpieces in each. Although valuable as a 

picture-book of great paintings, its particular interest lies in Dr. Tietze’s stimulating 

text on the evolution of the idea of national collections—conferring prestige and 
lustre on the countries owning them—out of the private, royal picture galleries which 
were formed in the 16th-18th centuries. The eight galleries of highest international 
renown selected by the author are those of Vienna (Kunsthistorisches Museum), 

Florence (Uffizi), Paris (Louvre), Madrid (Prado), Amsterdam (Rijksmuseum), 

Berlin (Kaiser Friedrich-Museum), London (National Gallery) and Washington 

(National Gallery of Art). The short annotations to the Catalogue of Plates are full 

of interest. (708) 
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City Planning 
HEAP ON THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT, 1954. 
Desmond Heap. Sweet & Maxwell, 30s. 1955. 25-5 cm. 250 pages. Tables. Index. 
The Town and Country Planning Act, 1954, makes important changes in the English 
law on this subject, particularly in its financial provisions. It had to unscramble the 
financial aspects of earlier legislation and to set up an alternative procedure for 
dealing with the established claims on the £300 million set aside for financial com- 
aye The main part of this work is an annotated copy of the Act, followed 
y the extensive rules and regulations made thereunder. The author is Comptroller 
and City Solicitor to the Corporation of London. (711) 


Architecture 
CHURCH ARCHITECTURE IN NEW FRANCE. Alan Gowans. 
University of Toronto Press (Toronto, Canada), $8-00. 1955. 26 cm. 174 pages. 
$1 photographs. 6 drawings. 1 map (double). Appendix: A Catalogue Raisonné of 
Church Architecture in New France, 1615-1760. Index. 
The subject of Mr. Gowans’ monograph is the stylistic evolution, especially as 
regards origin and development, of the Quebec parish church of the period 1608-1760. 
He finds a fusion of craft traditions with advanced Renaissance trends of 17th century 
France, and brings an interesting parallel from a comparable district of Ile-de-France. 
The extent of Norman-Breton influence can now be clarified. Mr. Gowans is at 
present Director of the Fleming Museum of the University of Vermont. He was born 
in Toronto and graduated from Princeton with a thesis that bears the same title as the 
present work. (726-5) 


Ceramics 
ARTIST-POTTERS IN ENGLAND. Muriel Rose. Faber, 35s. 1955. 25-5 cm. 
40 pages. 101 photographs (4 in colour). 24 illustrations of Potters Seals and Marks. 
Index. (Faber Monographs on Pottery and Porcelain) 
This well-established series, now with more than a score of titles to its credit, has 
hitherto dealt with historical ceramics. Miss Rose’s monograph is the first devoted 
exclusively to contemporary work. She describes the revival in England during the 
last fifty years of the artist-potter with his, or her, own kiln and individual approach. 
Among the potters whose work is described and illustrated are Bernard Leach and 
his Japanese assistant Shoji Hamada, Michael Cardew, Lucie Rie and Hans Coper. 
There is a useful list of potters’ marks and a fine concluding section of plates. This 
book will help students of modern pottery and would-be buyers to discriminate 
between the finest examples and the not-so-good or amateurish pieces. (738-3) 


Metal Arts 
ANTIQUE PEWTER OF THE BRITISH ISLES. A Brief Survey of what 
has been made in Pewter in England and the British Isles, from the time of Queen 
Elizabeth I to the Reign of Queen Victoria. Ronald F. Michaelis. Bell, 22s.6d. 
1955. 22 cm. 128 pages. 75 photographs. 15 drawings in text. Bibliography. Index. 
Pewter has been made in England since at least the 13th century. In the 16th-18th 
centuries it was universally used for all sorts of domestic articles—plates, bowls, 
mugs, candlesticks, salt-cellars, spoons, ink-stands, etc.—as well as for ecclesiastical 
vessels, before being superseded by pottery and Sheffield plate. Composed of an alloy 
of tin and lead, two metals for which England has long been famous, English pewter 
reaches a high standard of craftsmanship. Mr. Michaelis, Hon. Librarian of the 
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Society of Pewter Collectors, has compiled a lively ow to his subject, describing 
the different historical styles, the objects collectors are likely to encounter, and relating 
his history to the records preserved in the archives of the venerable London Pewterers’ 
Company. (739°5) 


Decorative Arts 


ENGLISH DOLLS, EFFIGIES AND PUPPETS. Alice K. Early. Batsford, 
258. 19$§. 23 cm. 226 pages. 120 illustrations (1 in colour). Bibliography. Index. 
Nothing is sadder than the virtual disappearance, in modern times, of the fine wax 
doll. Older ones are treasured not only as toys but as fragments of domestic history, 
yet too often they find their way into museums, where they cannot be played with. 
Made with affection as well as skill, they are eloquent memorials. Mrs. Early, in her 
delightful study, treats of the work of the families of doll-makers who have given so 
much pleasure (chief among them the Montanaris), of the effigies of the great, and 
of the puppets which so please the small-theatre audience. Here is an admirable 
record, with a working bibliography. Mrs Early as an enthusiast who will infect her 
readers, and her research includes the use to which effigies and dolls have been put 
from the earliest times. (745°5) 


Painting 

PAUL GAUGUIN (1848-1903). Text by John Rewald. EDOUARD 
MANET (1832-1883). Text by S. Lane Faison, Jr. Collins, 4s. each. 1955. 
17 cm. 22 pages of text. 42 illustrations (23 in colour). Biographical notes. 
Bibliography. Paper covers. (Fontana Pocket Library of Great Art) 

Two further titles in an enterprising series of colour reproductions, already described 

in the April issue of British Book News. Each of the folding colour-plates has a detail 

of the picture on the back of the flap and a descriptive text facing it. Biographical notes 

and a page of contemporary opinion on the artist complete, with the introductory 

critical text, the letterpress. These little booklets make excellent aide-mémoires and 

encourage a salutary desire to seek out the original pictures. (759°4) 


THE TEACH YOURSELF HISTORY OF PAINTING. Vol. 3. The 
Flemish School. Based on the original work of H. Schmidt Degener and edited for 
English readers by William Gaunt. English Universities Press, 10s.6d. 1955. 24°5 cm. 
$2 pages. 32 illustrations (some in colour). Table. 

A straightforward account of the growth and flowering of painting in Flanders 

and Holland from its roots in medieval manuscript illumination to the period when 

Holland bred its own great school of painters. The writer groups his material round 

the great names of Jan van Eyck and Rubens, distinguishing them as representative 

of two Golden Ages. It is perhaps an over-simplification to dismiss with a single 
sentence the considerable body of opinion that Hubert van Eyck never existed, but 
otherwise the text is clear and informative, if a little stilted at times, and the illustra- 
tions are successfully chosen to illuminate the main characteristics of each painter’s 


style. (759°9493) 

Music 

GREAT CONDUCTORS. Kurt Blaukopf. Translated from the German by 
Miriam Blaukopf. Arco Publishers, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 194 pages. 16 photographs. 
Discography. 

This unusually interesting book of its kind is prefaced by some thirty pages of remarks 

on the theory and practice of musical criticism, which draws, as do the following 
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sketches of twenty-two conductors, on considerable personal experience and 
observation. Dr. Blaukopf casts his net wide over Europe and America; he blends 
shrewd and sometimes witty judgments with a realistic assessment of the foibles, 
mannerisms, and true worth of these inevitably public figures. About the less well 
known conductors he gives a good deal of information that may not be readily 
accessible elsewhere. There is a helpful list of the gramophone recordings made by 
each conductor. (780-071) 


A HANDBOOK TO THE PERFORMANCE OF THE 48 PRELUDES 
AND FUGUES OF J. S. BACH ACCORDING TO THE RULES 
OF THE OLD TRADITION. Book 1. 1-24. Fritz Rothschild. Black, 10s.6d. 
19$5. 22 cm. 78 pages. Musical examples. 

‘The old tradition’ means the re-discovery of the values of rhythm and tempo as 

used in Bach’s time as expounded by Mr. Rothschild in his earlier book The Lost 

Tradition in Music. The present handbook will be of value only to experienced players 

who have absorbed its principles. Each piece is commented on under a number of 

standardised ‘rules’ on such matters as “Touch’, “Dissonances’, ‘Section endings’, 

‘Dotted notes’ which are explained with some citation of authorities in the first part 

of the book. The recommendations, if generally accepted, are likely to revolutionise 

the performance of the “48’. They deserve careful study on their merits. (786-4) 


THE AMATEUR ORGANIST. Henry Coleman. Oxford University Press, 
12s. 6d. 1955. 31 cm. $4 pages. 2 photographs. Musical examples. Glossary. 
Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. ; 

So many books have been written for the expert professional organist that it is a 

pleasure to welcome one intended to help the regular but non-qualified man who 

accompanies church services regularly. Mr. Coleman’s book gives clear guidance, 
plainly the fruit of long experience, on the full range of skill required to handle so 
complex an instrument. He takes nothing for granted, and writes without any 
condescension. The chapter on the use of the pedals and on registration are particu- 
larly valuable. It is refreshing to read his sensible remarks on the vexed question of 
voluntaries. (786-7) 


Bull-fighting 
BULL FEVER. Kenneth Tynan. Longmans, 18s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 158 pages. 
45 photographs. 

Mr. Kenneth Tynan, the dramatic critic, is passionately interested in bull-fighting 
and has written perhaps the best introduction to the spectacle that exists in English. 
For those who regard bull-fighting with horror nothing can excuse it; but Bull 
Fever does much to explain the fascination it exercises over Spaniard and foreigner 
alike. The book is written in a lively, witty style and even the most technical explana- 
tions are made interesting and comprehensible to the general reader. Incidental to 
the general theme are a number of shrewd observations of Spanish life and character. 
The photographs are outstanding. (791-8) 


The Cinema 

THE FILM AND THE PUBLIC. Roger Manvell. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1955. 
18 cm. 352 pages. 82 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican 
Books) 

This informative little book will be warmly welcomed by those interested in the 


development of cinematography as an international art since its invention at the end 
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of the nineteenth century. The first part is devoted to the silent film, from the first 
crude experiments produced in England, France and America, to the mature pro- 
ductions which preceded the sound film. The other parts deal with individual dloes, 
illustrated with selected stills, the economic problems of film production and 
exhibition, the cinema and society, and television and the film. A useful supplement 
includes an article on the British Film Institute, a list of outstanding books on films 
and film makers, and excellently compiled lists of selected directors and their films 
divided into five periods. (792-93) 


A GRAMMAR OF THE FILM. An Analysis of Film Technique. Raymond 
Spottiswoode. 2nd edition. Faber, 18s. 1955. 21 cm. 326 pages. 16 plates. 4 diagrams. 
Chart. Index. 

This standard study of the theoretical principles underlying film-making is now 

reissued unaltered to meet the needs of students of the cinema. It was first published 

in 1935. The sections relating to film history and the examples used to illustrate 
points of principle derive, therefore, from the period of the early sound film and of 
the silent film before it. The book is strictly academic in approach, defining each 
element in the complex structure of the film and elucidating its technique and 
aesthetic as a new form of artistic expression. (792-93) 


Sports and Games 
THE PICTURE OF CRICKET. John Arlott. Penguin Books, 5s. boards. 1955. 
18-5 cm. 32 pages. 25 illustrations (16 in colour). (King Penguins) 

Mr. Arlott, well known as a cricket commentator, has, in this pleasing little volume, 
chosen representations of cricket from the fine engraving to the action photograph. 
His text includes a glance at cricket literature and its history generally. His view that 
Henry Alken Senior was ‘probably the greatest of all English sporting artists’ may 
cause vociferous argument, and his omissions will strike anyone familiar with the 
recently opened gallery at Lord’s. Nevertheless, his essay is both individual and 
striking, and his mention of G. F. Watts as an unsuspected sporting artist indicates 
the sort of fascinating enquiry his text will be apt to stimulate. (796-3) 


ASHES TRIUMPHANT. Australia versus England, 1954-5. Bruce Harris. 
Hutchinson, 10s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 204 pages. 37 photographs. Tables and Scores. 
(Hutchinson's Library of Sports and Pastimes) 

IAN PEEBLES ON THE ASHES, 1954-1955. Hodder & Stoughton, 12s.6d. 
1955. 22 cm. 196 pages. 30 photographs. Tables and Scores. 

These are two more books, out of many that have been announced by publishers, 

on the successful visit of the English cricket team to Australia during the past winter. 

Both are by cricket journalists whose reporting is factual and objective rather than 

sensational; shrewd observation, fair criticism and good judgment are evident in 

their writing. Bruce Harris has now made five cricket tours in Australia and knows 
the game and the players well. Ian Peebles has played in Test matches for England 

against Australia and has been Captain of the Middlesex team. (796-3) 


BOB SCOTT ON RUGBY. In Which is Expressed the Conviction that Attack 
is the Art of Rugby Football. R. W. H. Scott and T. P. McLean. Kaye, 10s.6d. 
1955. 20°§ cm. 156 pages. 42 photographs. 26 diagrams. 


A stimulating and controversial book by a famous New Zealand rugby football 
player, who argues that, despite the fact that defence has been the great modern 
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development, attack is the essence of the game, the real object of which is the scoring 
of tries. It is an intelligent book for all who teach, play or watch the game. (796-33) 


WINNING BADMINTON. Kenneth R. Davidson and Lealand R. Gustavson. 
Hutchinson, 16s. 1955. 23°5 cm. 228 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Glossary. Index. 
(Hutchinson’s Library of Sports and Pastimes) 

A remarkably well illustrated book, by two well-known badminton players, which 

is most informative on a game suitable for both sexes and for almost all ages. Good 

books on badminton are scarce and this very complete account of the game, 

elementary and advanced, is an important addition to sporting literature. (796-34) 


THE UNTRODDEN ANDES. Climbing Adventures in the Cordillera Blanca, 
Peru. C. G. Egeler in co-operation with T. de Booy. Translated from the Dutch 
by W. E. James. Faber, 25s. 1955. 22 cm. 51 photographs. Diagrams. Maps. Plan. 
Table. 

An expedition to the Peruvian Andes was made in 1952 by two Dutch geologists 

and a French guide from Chamoniz. They succeeded in ascending one of two new 

peaks in the Cordillera Blanca range, including the highest point, Huantsan, which 
rises to nearly 21,000 ft. and which had defeated previous parties. Considering the 
little assistance available in the way of local porters, the results achieved were remark- 
ably good, particularly as Huantsan proved to be a really difficult peak, defended by 
steep snow and ice slopes and narrow ridges. The adventures of the party are well 
and modestly told in this book, while the pictures add to our knowledge of this little- 
known range. (796-52) 


K2 THE SAVAGE MOUNTAIN. Charles Houston and Robert Bates. 
Collins, 25s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 192 pages. 22 photographs. 2 diagrams. Map. 
Chronology. 

Owing to the fact that the successful ascent of Everest was taking place in 1953, little 

was heard of the gallant attempt on K2 by a strong party of Americans which was 

being carried out at the same time. (28,250 ft., this second highest mountain in the 

world, was climbed the following year by Italian mountaineers.) This book gives a 

simple and moving account of the American expedition, and in particular of the 

misfortune which befell them at their highest camp (25,500 ft.) when one of the 
party fell dangerously ill. We have a vivid description of the terrible time they 
experienced in getting back to the Base Camp under the worst possible conditions, 
and of the remarkable accident in a steep ice-slope which nearly carried them all 


away. (796-52) 


SCULLING. With Notes on Training and Rigging. R. D. Burnell. Oxford 
University Press, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 126 pages. 14 photographs. 11 diagrams in 
text. 

There is an impression that, although there are large numbers of scullers, rowing 

club captains generally ignore them until they win a few races and then tempt them 

to become oarsmen with the promise of a seat in the ‘eight’. Amateur sculling is 
therefore something of a neglected sport in Great Britain, and the author attempts 
to remedy the situation by means of an excellent guide to the sport which, com- 
mencing with the fundamental principles, progresses to advanced sculling and racing 
tactics. (797°1) 
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THE ESSENTIALS OF HORSEMANSHIP. Brigadier General J. F. Lamont. 
Constable, 12s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 148 pages. 7 plates. 

The author of this book is a most experienced horseman who was the original of 

Siegfried Sassoon’s famous character ‘Boots’ Brownrigg. Written in a terse style, 

economical of words but very much to the point, it is essentially a practical handbook 

for all those willing to learn. (798-2) 


INTRODUCTION TO THE ART OF COARSE FISHING. H. G. C. 
Claypoole. Seeley, Service, 15s. 1955. 22 cm. 160 pages. 8 photographs. 16 illustra- 
tions in the text. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. (Beaufort Library, Vol. 5) 

Based on the experiences of the author and many other proficient anglers, this is an 

instructive book for the novice which will also be of useful practical help for the 

more advanced fisherman. There is good advice about tackle and bait and the 
courtesies of angling and the reader is taken through the coarse angler’s year from the 
opening of the British season in mid-June to the fascinating winter fishing for roach, 

dace and chub. (799-1) 


FISHERMAN’S COUNTRY. Days in New Zealand. G. B. Hobbs. Bles, 
18s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 224 pages. 18 photographs. 6 maps. Table. 

A delightfully illustrated and attractively written book of fishing experiences in a 

country of beautiful rivers and lakes renowed for brown and rainbow trout, salmon 

and big game fish. There are also useful comparisons of fishing techniques and 

relevant entomology in Great Britain and New Zealand. (799-1) 


LITERATURE 


LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL ESSAYS. Jean-Paul Sartre. Trans- 
lated from the French by Annette Michelson. Rider, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 240 pages. 


The publishers are to be congratulated upon their initiative in making available to 
the British public these essays by France’s most brilliant modern writer. Much energy 
has been spent in defining Existentialism; here are some concrete examples of 
existentialist criticism and exegesis. The essays may be grouped under three heads: 
literary criticism (the essay on Mauriac dated 1939 is particularly good), philosophical 
analysis and sociological criticism. Most of the latter is concerned with the author’s 
post-war American visits. The writing is rapid, confident and pointed: again and 
again Sartre startles us with his shrewdness and perspicacity. The book concludes 
with a devastating exposure of the sophistries of Marxist ‘ideology’. (804) 


American Literature 
WINTER JOURNEY. A Play. Clifford Odets. French, ss. 1955. 21°5 cm. 
84 pages. 4 plates. 4 diagrams. Paper bound. (French’s Acting Edition) 

Originally produced and published in the United States of America under the name 

of The Country Girl, this play was presented in London in 1952 as Winter Journey. 

The author, an American dramatist of some distinction and long standing, delineates 

with skill and perception a great actor in decay who nevertheless regains precarious 

hold of public acclaim by the aid of a devoted wife and a zealous, indefatigable 

producer. The play is interesting and successful, both for the new angle from which 

it views stage life and for its real comprehension of an unusual marital problem. 
(812-5) 
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THE TEAHOUSE OF THE AUGUST MOON. John Patrick. Adapted 
from the novel by Vern Sneider. Heinemann, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 80 pages. (Drama 
Library) 

This comedy, which has won the Pulitzer Prize for Drama and the New York Critics 

Circle Award and, in addition, success on both the American and English stage, 

concerns the American Army of Occupation in an oriental village. A young captain, 

a pre-war professor of the humanities, is sent out to spread Western democracy. 

But the reverse happens: he himself is won over to the eastern way of life, and a 

gently satirical author portrays him building a teahouse instead of a school. (812-5) 


English Literature 
AN OUTLINE HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. William 
Henry Hudson. 3rd edition, revised. Bell, 10s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 328 pages. Index. 
The late W. H. Hudson wrote this Outline History in 1912, and the present edition 
has been revised to bring the chapter on “The Age of Hardy’ up to date and expanded 
to include an entirely new chapter on “The Present Age’, covering the period 
1930-1955. Both chapters are the work of Mr. A. C. Ward. Any book which, like 
this, has run through three editions and numefous reprintings needs little new com- 
mendation to point its virtues, and it will suffice to say that it succeeds admirably in 
presenting a hie account of the development of English literature over the past 
fifteen hundred years while preserving an equally admirable sense of proportion. It 
is to be recommended to all who wish to have, in handy form, a concise and 
eminently readable survey of the subject. (820-9) 


English Poetry 
JOHN MILTON. Kenneth Muir. Longmans, 10s.6d. 19 cm. 206 pages. 4 plates. 
Bibliography. Index. (Men and Books) 

A major critical battle has been waged over Milton in the last thirty years, with 
Dr. F. R. Leavis attacking, Professor C. S. Lewis defending, and Mr. T. S. Eliot first 
attacking and then changing sides. Mr. Muir surveys the battle and comes to just and 
sensible conclusions about its pros and cons, at the same time presenting in outline 
the main facts of Milton’s life and works. This excellent short study will interest every 
reader, however small or large his knowledge of Milton. (821-4) 


TIME AND OTHER POEMS. Robert Cecil. Putnam, 3s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 
32 pages. Paper covers. 
The title of this collection is well chosen, as nearly all the poems illustrate in some 
way the workings of time, from ‘Birthday’ at the beginning to “The Dead’ at the 
end. This gives the book a unity. It is a collection of promise rather than achievement, 
weak in its lack of imagery that provides depth in which the reader’s imagination 
sinks or soars, but praiseworthy in its lucidity and frequent aphoristic neatness. But 
promise is definitely here. (821-9) 


CHILD WITH A COCKATOO and Other Poems. Rosemary Dobson. 
Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 15s. 1955. 23 cm. 60 pages. 
From a background of art, literature and the theatre, the poet has recreated her 
emotions and impressions in verse that is restrained and sensitive. Touches of gentle 
humanity, pathos and humour add a deeper quality to poetry that is distinctive in its 
austere approach. Art and the artist’s interpretation of life and beauty are the poet’s 
themes and it is this vision rather than her own observation which pervades her work. 
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With conventional verse forms and carefully wrought imagery, the author of the 
prize-winning poem “The Ship of Ice’ has produced poetry of an intellectual quality 
unusual in Australian literature. (821-9A) 


EXPERIENCES AND PLACES. New Poems by Clifford Dyment. Dent, 6s. 
1955. 19 cm. $6 pages. 
Mr. Dyment writes with disarming simplicity and directness of the experiences 
and the memories of childhood and the places (in London, Monmouthshire, the 
Midlands, and Switzerland) that have impressed him sufficiently to demand re-creation 
in verse. At times he seems too afraid of falsifying his germinative perceptions by 
working over his drafts, so that he produces agreeable sketches rather than finished 
works of art, but when he is more ambitious he can be remarkably successful, as in 
the fully realised “The Carpenter’ in this volume. (821-9) 


MY MANY-COATED MAN. Laurie Lee. Deutsch, 6s. boards. 1955. 22 cm. 
30 pages. 
This Poetry Book Society Choice contains only nineteen short poems, which 
indicates that Mr. Lee’s talent, apparently spontaneous and fluent, is in fact dependent 
on long and careful craftsmanship. The world presented in these poems is not the 
one staled by familiarity, but is that cf the young to whom everything is new. The 
imagery is as pristine as the vision. If the book causes disappointment it is because 
it shows no sign of development: these poems are of the same stuff and style as those 
in Mr. Lee’s first book of over ten years ago. (821-9) 


RIDING LIGHTS. Norman MacCaig. Hogarth Press, 7s.6d. 1955. 22 cm. 
62 pages. 
Mr. MacCaig is a new poet who is not a young man, and this book shows him to 
have retained into maturity a seen-for-the-first-time freshness that makes his best 
poems novel and delightful. Too often, however, he seems afraid to be simple and 
natural, and forces the free flow of his inspiration through verbal conduits into 
private reservoirs that leave the reader’s thirst unslaked. When he is not artificially 
exlusive he is very good and one looks forward to his future work. (821-9) 


English Drama 

THE LEGEND OF THE ROOD. With The Three Maries and The Death of 
Pilate from the Cornish Miracle Plays. Done into English verse with an Intro- 
duction by F. E. Halliday. Duckworth, 8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 142 pages. $ illustrations. 
Bibliography. 

This attractive little book gives an account of the Cornish Miracle plays, which form 

a most interesting part of surviving medieval drama, yet about which little has been 

published hitherto. A number of plays dealing with unusual subjects are translated 

from Cornish into English verse, in a pleasant, reliable translation based on the 

unpublished work of R. Morton Nance. The introduction is valuable for the account 

it gives of the medieval theatre in Cornwall and its possible relationship to the English 

theatre of Shakespeare’s time. (822-1) 


ROMEO AND JULIET. William Shakespeare. Edited by J. Dover Wilson 
and G. I. Duthie. Cambridge University Press, 15s. 1955. 18 cm. 304 pages. Frontis- 
piece. Notes. Glossary. (New Shakespeare) 


Romeo and Juliet is a play which reveals several distinct layers of poetic style: the 
editors weigh the stylistic and historical evidence at length, but decline to date it 
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earlier than 1595. The difficult text is handled with the tolerant knowledge of alterna- 
tive theory and the keen ingenuity of argument which are characteristic of this series. 
Professor Duthie writes an extremely interesting dramatic appreciation and C. B. 
Young completes the volume with a valuable essay on the varied stage history of 
one of the most frequently performed of all Shakespeare’s plays. (822-3) 


UPON THIS ROCK. A Dramatic Chronicle of Peterborough Cathedral. 
James Kirkup. Oxford University Press, 6s. 1955. 18-5 cm. 96 pages. Paper covers. 
‘There is a thing more terrible, and more destructive, than ungodly persecution, 
invasion, war, fire, and corruption. That thing is lack of faith’. These words come 
from the final scene of this play in prose and verse which, with the aid of dramatised 
scenes, choruses, and a chronicler, relates the history of Peterborough Cathedral from 
its foundation to the present day. The quotation summarises the theme of the play: 
that present-day faithlessness represents a more dangerous enemy to the spiritual life 
than any violence of the past. The large cast and variety of effects are skilfully 

manipulated, and the play should prove moving and impressive in performance. 


(822-9) 
English Fiction 
WYNDHAM LEWIS. E. W. F. Tomlin. Longmans for the British Council, 2s. 
1955. 21°5 cm. 40 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. (Bibliographical 
Supplements to ‘British Book News’) 
From a multitude of vantage-grounds, as novelist, painter, short-story writer, 
philosopher, visionary, satirist, sociological and literary critic, poet, pamphleteer, and 
editor of Blast and The Enemy, Wyndham Lewis has viewed his fellow-creatures, as 
Mr. Tomlin puts it, ‘with an intellectual eye’ and found them for the most part 
unsatisfactory. His fellow-creatures have felt too confused and uncomfortable under 
his gaze to make up their minds about his exact status. “The place of honour is— 
outside’ he has said, and although the brilliance of his several talents is recognised, 
that is where, by and large, he still is. Mr. Tomlin makes a staunch and closely- 
reasoned plea for Mr. Lewis’s acceptance as a writer of great distinction and a savant 
with deep insight into, and power to transcend, the movement of thought in our 
time; and argues that this enfant terrible and ‘gadfly’ is really, like Socrates, a ‘friend 


of man’. (823-9) 

English Essays 

MUSIC AT NIGHT and Other Essays. Aldous Huxley. Reprint. Penguin Books, 
2s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 174 pages. Paper covers. (824-9) 


See FICTION reprints, under Aldous Huxley, page 1140. 


English Satire 
SWIFT: An Introduction. Ricardo Quintana. Oxford University Press, 21s. 1955. 
22 cm. 214 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

Professor Quintana is too modest in describing this study of Swift’s career, which 
follows the 1953 edition of his longer book on The Mind and Art of Jonathan Swift 
(first published 1936), as ‘a résumé of modern scholarship and criticism concerned 
with Swift’. It is certainly a lucid ‘introduction’ employing the latest scholarly 
findings, but it is also more than that. Professor Quintana has his own point of view, 
namely, that “Swift’s genius was not original but representative’ of his time, and the 
well-documented presentation of both man and writer is aligned accordingly. 
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Coming as it does from a scholar with thorough knowledge of Swift and his period 
this interpretation, though largely in conflict with established opinion, must be 
regarded as an important contribution to the understanding of one of the greatest of 
satirists. (827-5) 


German Literature 
GERMAN ROMANTIC LITERATURE. Ralph Tymms. Methuen, 25s. 
1955. 22 cm. 414 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
A full account in English of the German Romantic movement has long been needed, 
and Dr. Tymmss has worthily filled the gap, tracing the evolution of romantic ideas and 
their expression in German literature from about 1795 to 1830. The emphasis is 
on the Jena and Heidelberg groups, but important chapters deal with the dramas 
of Werner and Kleist, the “horror-romanticism’ of Hoffmann, and the poetry of 
Eichendorff, Uhland and Heine among others. Dr. Tymms gives due weight to the 
repercussions in the other arts, and takes some account of the psychological signifi- 
cance of his theme. Though he at times leans perhaps a little too heavily on German 
scholars, both the common reader and the teacher will be grateful for his labours. 
(8309) 


French Literature 
SELECTED FABLES OF LA FONTAINE. Translated from the French 
by Marianne Moore. Faber, 10s.6d. 1955. 22-5 cm. 84 pages. 

Jean de La Fontaine (1621-95) used the classical moral fable as a source of material 
for his very individual, elegant and witty kind of poetry; with poetic justice Miss 
Moore now uses La Fontaine as a source of material for her very individual, elegant 
and witty kind of poetry. The result is charming, entertaining, ingenious—a collection 
of verse rich in Miss Moore’s distinctive qualities of fanciful virtuosity and verbal 
dexterity. (841-4) 


RACINE AND POETIC TRAGEDY. Eugéne Vinaver. Translated from 
the French by P. Mansell Jones. Manchester University Press (Manchester), 12s.6d. 
1955. 19 cm. 154 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. 

Students of French literature warmly welcomed Professor Vinaver’s Racine when it 

appeared in French in 1951. The critic’s difficulties in “distinguishing between Racine 

as a poetic phenomenon and the borrowed accessories’ are set out, then (with an eye 
on Aristotle) Professor Vinaver studies Racine’s re-creation of pathos, his difficulties, 
methods, rivalry with Corneille, and treatment of the necessary flaw in a tragic 
character, the whole always helpfully supported by apt quotation. The translator’s 
avowed aim is to remedy the paucity of English works on Racine. He mentions 
Lytton Strachey but, strangely, not the very remarkable Racine by Geoffrey Brereton 
(1951). (842-4) 


Italian Literature 

THE DIVINE COMEDY. Dante. Henry Cary’s translation. Edited with an 
Introduction by Edmund Gardner. Reprint. Dent, 6s. 1955. 18-5 cm. 476 pages. 
Chronology. Bibliography. Index of persons. (Everyman's Library) 

Cary’s version, published nearly one hundred and fifty years ago, has passed through 

many vagaries of taste. Neglected at first, it was praised to the point of extravagance 

both by Wordsworth and by Coleridge and it is still probably more widely read 

than Laurence Binyon’s poetically superior version. Its blank verse necessarily lacks 
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the variety and the rich harmonies of terza rima, but it certainly rises at moments to 
a simple grandeur which is very appropriate to Dante’s style. The editor has sub- 
stituted a new commentary which is brief but adequate for the general reader. (851-1) 


Portuguese Literature 


77 POEMS. Alberto de Lacerda. Translated from the Portuguese by Alberto de 
Lacerda and Arthur Waley. Allen & Unwin, 9s.6d. 1955. 20 cm. 86 pages. 
To the fluency of diction which characterises Portuguese lyrical writing Alberto de 
Lacerda brings an intensity of thought and a delicacy of feeling which mark him out 
as a rising poet in his generation. The present volume consists of Suspension Bridge, 
27 poems mostly written in Mozambique before 1947, when the author was 18, and 
Adventure, 50 poems written since then in Portugal or England. The Portuguese 
and English texts are printed side by side; and the co-translator, Arthur Waley, who 
wisely refrains from elaborating equivalent English rhyme-schemes, felicitously 
succeeds in reproducing the essential spontaneity and simplicity of the original. 
(869-1) 
Greek Literature 
THE SPRING OF CIVILIZATION. Periclean Athens. Edited by Charles 
Alexander Robinson. Peter Owen, 42s. 1955. 22 cm. 480 pages. 74 plates. 2 maps. 
Chronological summary. Bibliography. 
This book is a praiseworthy attempt to convey through the medium of English the 
genius of Athens in the Periclean Age and during the Peloponnesian War. It consists 
of English translations by various authors, including Jowett and Shelley, with concise 
chapters on cach form of literature. The authors presented are Aeschylus, Sophocles, 
Euripides, Plato, Thucydides, and Xenophon. Art is represented by some seventy 
pleasant photographs, mostly unpublished, of sculptural and architectural subjects. A 
helpful book for readers unacquainted with Greek, but interested in Attic literature 
and art, and an encouraging one for young students aspiring to become Greek 
scholars. (880) 


Chinese Literature 
NINE SONGS. A Study of Shamanism in Ancient China. Arthur Waley. 
Allen & Unwin, 10s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 64 pages. Index. 

Another delightful translation by Dr. Waley from the store of old Chinese poetry, 
the spirit of which he has so often and so vividly conjured up for us. He includes a 
short account of Shamans and Shamanism, substantiating his speculations with 
similar practices and literature culled from his wide knowledge of folklore of other 
lands. The translation into blank verse in a pleasing rhythm is as close to the original 
as a translator can make it; the language as well as the grammar of these songs offer 
him many problems and there are risks he has to take in order to make a son: 
intelligible or an anecdote complete. Nine Songs is warmly recommended to all 
readers as a worthy contribution to Sinology as well as a most enjoyable little book 
and a fine work of literature. (895-11) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 
THE CLOUDED MIRROR. L. T. C. Rolt. Bodley Head, 10s.6d. 1955. 
20°§ cm. 126 pages. 
The literary genre best described as ‘Meditations’ is not in fashion. The reason may 
be that modern man does not relish being left alone with his thoughts. Mr. Rolt’s 
book represents an extended meditation on such themes as man’s destructive impulses 
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and his capacity for interior freedom. In the final section, from which the title 
is taken, he writes of the necessity for recovering the simple values of life. There is 
an exquisitely written account of the work of Vaughan and Traherne (two poets of 
similar vision who lived unknown one to the other in the same region of England), 
and the final note of hope is that which Traherne sounded when he spoke of the world 
as being ‘more to man since he is fallen than it was before’. (901) 


THE VOYAGE OF THE BEAGLE. Charles Darwin. Reprint. Dent, 7s. 1955. 

18-5 cm. $12 pages. Illustrations in text. Bibliography. Index. (Everyman’s Library) 
Darwin’s journal of his voyage in the Beagle to South America and the Pacific does 
not require a lengthy commendation at this stage. Written expressly for the general 
reader, it does not plunge too far into matters of science, and includes a variety of 
human anecdotes. It is illuminating to watch so rational a mind at work, but a mind 
still possessing a sense of wonder. One may also read it with the object of looking 
for hints of his great theory—he toys for example with the idea that the effects of 
habit may be hereditary—but most will read it for its own sake, and surprisingly 
good reading it makes. It is certainly a work which should not be allowed to go out 
of print. (910-41) 


THE TIMES ATLAS OF THE WORLD. Vol. Ill. Northern Europe. 
Mid-Century edition. Edited by John Bartholomew. Times Publishing Co., 105s. 
1955. 62 cm. Plates 49-72. Index-gazetteer. 

The last Times Atlas was published in 1921. This ‘mid-century’ edition, when 

complete in five volumes with approximately 120 plates, will be indispensable as a 

reference work in many spheres of activity, though there are a few errors. The maps 

are in the style associated with the firm of hore: seseng i.e. with relief in layer tints, 
clean fresh colour, and a good selection of names without overcrowding. The format 
allows quite large scales to be used; none of the countries are mapped on scales 
smaller than 1/2-5 Million, while Britain is on the scale of 1/850,000. Names are 
spelt according to ‘local official’ forms, often with the English conventional names in 
brackets. There is a good index of 20,000 entries. (912-4) 


CORNWALL. An Illustrated Essay on the History of the Landscape. W. G. V. 
Balchin. Hodder & Stoughton, 16s. 1955. 22°$ cm. 128 pages. 61 photographs. 
14 maps. Bibliography. Index. (The Making of the English Landscape) 

This instructive essay opens a new county series pleasantly. Dr. Balchin displays 

the historical geography of Cornwall succinctly, and in a way comprehensible to the 

non-specialist. Further than this, he shows how the reader can enlarge the main 
framework for himself. The structure, situation, and history of Cornwall have all 
worked together to produce a surprising variety of landscape patterns to be investi- 
gated. One feature of the landscape, namely the vegetation, is rather neglected, and 
though there is much on the sizes and shapes of fields, there is little on what is grown 
or raised within them. (914:2) 


THE MEDWAY ANDITS TRIBUTARIES. Robert H. Goodsall. Constable, 
18s. 1955. 22 cm. 260 pages. 51 photographs. 3 maps. Index. 

This is the fourth book about Kent by the author-architect, a ‘Man of Kent’ himself, 

who provides much out-of-the-way information, largely culled from personal 

observation, about one of the most charming and on the whole still unspoilt regions 

of England’s Home Counties. Groombridge Place, Penshurst Place, Hever Castle, 
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Leeds Castle, and Allington Castle are among the great houses that fall within his 
ken, and the author is at his best when he reaches the desolate but fascinating marshes 
at the river’s mouth. The notes on the Medway flora are valuable. The photographs 
are original, beautiful, and excellently reproduced. (914-2) 


THE ANNUAL REGISTER OF WORLD EVENTS. A Review of the 
Year 1954. Vol. 196. Edited by Ivison S$. Macadam assisted by Hugh Latimer. 
Longmans, 105s. 1955. 23 cm. $22 pages. Tables. Index. 

Slight changes in the title and sub-title, and also in the chapter headings of Part I: 

History of the United Kingdom, together with a substantial increase in price—tast 

year’s volume was only three guineas—outwardly differentiate the 196th issue of 

this famous annual survey of the year’s happenings from its recent predecessors. 

Part Il deals with the Commonwealth and Part III with foreign history. Part IV 

contains a chronicle of world events, a retrospect of British literature, art and science 

in 1954; a review of finance, trade and industry, and law; a Public Documents 
section; and obituaries. The usual very high standard of specialist contributions is 

maintained. (905-8) 


Geography Travel Description 
INNS AND OUTS. Gwen Meredith and Ainsworth Harrison. Angus & 
Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 18s.6d. 1955. 23 cm. 256 pages. 
35 illustrations. Endpaper map. 
This light-hearted account of the travels of two Australians through Great Britain, 
across the Continent and into the East is full of refreshing observations on the 
countries they visited and the people they met. The interest lies in the essentially 
personal appeal of the book, written by the creator of the Australian radio serials, 
The Lawsons and Blue Hills, and her husband, and together they capture the atmosphere 
and individuality of countries with traditions and environments very different from 
Australia’s. The book is well illustrated with photographs taken by the authors 
themselves. (910-4) 


SALISBURY PLAIN. Ralph Whitlock. Hale, 18s. 1955. 22 cm. 280 pages. 
25 photographs. Sketch map. Index. (Regional Books) 
Mr. Whitlock, well known as a broadcaster, is a native of the Plain and a farmer on 
it. Of this great rolling chalk plateau, covering some 320,000 acres, more than a 
quarter is now in military or R.A.F. occupation. Nothing is forgotten in this excellent 
survey: the geology of the Plain, its flora and fauna, its wonderful prehistoric remains 
(with a detailed and perspicuous description of Stonehenge), White Horses and 
Roman villas, its great country houses, even its ghosts. The account of past 
and present farming methods is in the safe hands of the Farming Editor of The Field. 
Salisbury, with its lovely cathedral, has four chapters to itself, and a chapter is devoted 
to each valley, with its strings of ancient villages radiating from it. Packed with 
archaeology, history, anecdote, and detailed scenic description, this book will meet 
every demand of resident or visitor. (914-2) 


WALES FOR EVERYMAN. H. A. Pichler. 3rd edition, revised. Dent, 7s.6d. 
1955. 17°5 cm. 252 pages. § maps in colour. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 
(Everyman Guides) 

This handy guide has been revised and reset. Mr. Pichler, catering for all types of 

traveller, has arranged his text in twelve tours which cover Wales effectively, and 

has succeeded in conveying much information while avoiding the style of the more 
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conventional guide. Though, perhaps inevitably, architectural details are prominent, 
other aspects of the countryside are not overlooked, and there is even information for 
yachtsmen. In his general remarks, Mr. Pichler combines candour with enthusiasm 
so that the prospective tourist has a clear idea of what is ahead. The maps are on the 
scale of twelve miles to the inch, and there is a useful reading list. (914-29) 


WESTERN GERMANY. Monk Gibbon. Batsford, 18s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 
306 pages. 93 illustrations (1 in colour). Sketch map. Index. 
Although this is claimed to be a guide to Western Germany, everything north of 
Diisseldorf is dismissed in twenty-four pages. It is in fact a selective account, highly 
readable and instructive, of certain cities and districts of Southern Germany, notably 
the Rhineland, Bavaria, and the Black Forest, and it can be specially recommended 
to tourists wishing to study the fascinating baroque and rococo architecture of the 
palaces and churches. The photographs, mostly supplied by the German travel 
associations, are delightful, though their reproduction is not impeccable. (914-3) 


INTRODUCING AUSTRIA. G. E. R. Gedye. Methuen, 18s. 1955. 20 cm. 
268 pages. 25 photographs. Endpaper map. Index. 
The Vienna correspondent of various English newspapers here gives us the benefit 
of his twenty-three years’ experience of Austria. The description of its mountain 
scenery, baroque buildings, and art collections is supplemented by the author’s views 
on the Austrian character and way of life, his account of the regional dishes and wines, 
his recommendation of certain hotels, and his advice as to where to swim, ski, fish, 
shoot, or take a cure. Local knowledge is the outstanding asset of this book. The 
reader should be warned that Austria’s attractions are so powerful that in the height 
of the season the chief tourist centres are uncomfortably crowded. (914°36) 


LIGHTEST AFRICA. F. Spencer Chapman. Chatto & Windus, 25s. 1955. 
22cm. 288 pages. 59 photographs (29 in colour). Map. Index. 
Spencer Chapman is well known as an experienced and adventurous traveller and 
mountaineer, with several outstanding books to his credit. Determined to see Africa 
for themselves, he and his wife, with their three young sons, travelled in a specially 
fitted Austin van for 17,000 miles through the continent. His account of this collective 
adventure candidly sets out all the misgivings and setbacks, as well as the rewards and 
surprises. The author, simply because he is himself deeply interested, holds the reader’s 
attention in his sketches—of Zimbabwe, a Rhodesian copper mine, a native market in 
Urundi, or an elephant training school, to mention a few only. It is a commentary 
on the times that he feels unable to write of contemporary social problems, and that 
for him ‘darkest Africa’ is now the ‘civilised’ area. (916) 


IN SEARCH OF THE MAGNETIC NORTH. A Soldier-Surveyor’s 
Letters from the North-West, 1843-1844. John Henry Lefroy. Edited by 
George F. G. Stanley. Macmillan (Toronto, Canada), $3-50. 1955. 22 cm. 202 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. Endpaper maps. 

In the winter of 1843-44 Captain J. H. Lefroy of the Royal Artillery made a magnetic 

survey of the Canadian Northwest. His letters, written on his travels from Montreal 

to Fort Good Hope near the mouth of the Mackenzie River and back again to 

Toronto, are gay and informal. Writing to friends and relatives in England, Lefroy 
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ves a ae and interesting account of northern Canada. The letters are ably edited 
4 the Head of the Department of History at the Royal Military College, Kingston, 
who was responsible for their being deposited in the Canadian Archives. (917-12) 


WINTER. Cornelius Osgood. Hale, 18s. 1955. 22-5cm. 256 pages. 
Decorations by Jean Day. Map. 
Employed by the Canadian Government as an ethnographer to study the lesser 
known tribes of the Athapaskan Indians, the author in 1928-29 wintered alone near an 
Indian settlement on the shores of the Great Bear Lake, learning to catch fish beneath 
the ice (for many months the only food) and to manage his dog teams on long treks 
over snow and ice to the trading post. He failed, he admits, in his main object, but 
gained experience of the rigours and compensations of life in the Far North, here 
vividly described with a wealth of fascinating detail. (917-122) 


BEYOND THE MEXIQUE BAY. A Traveller’s Journal. Aldous Huxley. 
Reprint. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 220 pages. Paper covers. 
(917°2) 
See FICTION reprints, under Aldous Huxley, page 1140. 


ADAM IN PLUMES. Colin Simpson. Angus & Robertson, 21s. 1955. 
24cm. 286 pages. Numerous photographs (some in colour). Decorations by 
Claire Simpson. 3 maps. 

Colin Simpson is a journalist who has paid short visits to the Central Highlands of 

New Guinea and has collected much fascinating information from explorers, officials, 

missionaries and anthropologists in the area. He gives an interesting account of the 

exploration of the country by the Leahy brothers in 1933, and of some of the changes 
which have occurred over the last twenty years. The book is well and profusely 
illustrated; and, while it eschews or skims over basic economic, political and social 
problems, it does provide a readable introduction to the more spectacular aspects of 
the Highlands | their native populations. (919-5) 


DOCTOR TO THE ISLANDS. Tom and Lydia Davis. Michael Joseph, 

1$8. 195$. 21 cm. 288 pages. Illustrations in text by Tom Davis. Endpaper map. 
The islands are the Cook Islands, an extensive Pacific group lying east of Fiji and 
Tonga, and administered under mandate by New Zealand; the authors are a young 
doctor, part Polynesian and part Welsh, who qualified in New Zealand, and his wife, 
a Dunedin girl. Dr. Davis returned to his home island of Rarotonga as medical 
officer, and re-learned the ways of his people. This co-operative account of their 
efforts and experiences is entertaining reading, and shows an intimate understanding 
of the Pacific islander. After leaving the islands the whole family (husband, wife and 
two sons) make an adventurous voyage across the Pacific to Peru in a ketch, the 
Kon-Tiki crossing in reverse. (919-623) 


Biography 

THE MERMAID MAN. The Autobiography of Hans Christian Andersen. 
A new abridged translation from the Danish by Maurice Michael. Barker, 
16s. 1955. 22cm. 240 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 

Mr. Michael has sought to prune from the original text everything that can no longer 

be of interest, while retaining the essentials of: “what Hans Andersen wished the world 

to know about him and of the picture of him which emerges from the autobiography’. 
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He has succeeded admirably. The self-revelation; the range from fine factual reporting 
to gentle, amost naive, comment on trivia; the sudden patches of powerful descriptive 
writing ; the equally sudden shrewd observation—all are preserved in this new transla- 
tion, which is the more acceptable to the modern reader for the abridgement that has 
been made. To those who love Hans Andersen’s story-telling and wish to know the 
man himself, this book will be welcome. (92) 


HILAIRE BELLOC. A Memoir. J. B. Morton. Hollis & Carter, 12s.6d. 
1955. 22cm. 192 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 
This is not a biography but an extraordinarily vivid memoir by a devoted friend who 
knew Belloc well during the last thirty years of his life, with the emphasis on the man 
rather than the writer. Mr. Morton begins by saying that ‘there is no art by which a 
dead man may be so presented that those who did not know him will receive the 
plenary effect of his personality’. Nevertheless, this is what the reader does seem to 
have received when he finishes Mr. Morton’s book. Hilaire Belloc, with his eccen- 
tricities, his love of singing and wine and walking and sailing, his gaiety and his deep 
religious fortitude, is conjured back into life. (92) 


SAINT BONIFACE. Three Biographical Studies for the Twelfth Centenary 
Festival. George William Greenaway. Black, 6s. 1955. 19cm. 96 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Mr. Greenaway of University College, Exeter, has prepared this small book in 

preparation for the celebration of the twelfth centenary of the martyrdom of St. 

Boniface who, by common consent, had an incalculable influence on the history 

of Europe. St. Boniface received from Rome a commission to preach to the tribes of 

Germany, founded bishoprics, introduced important reforms, and faced with indomit- 

able courage misrepresentation, abuse and finally martyrdom. In this scholarly volume 

packed with information, we have an authoritative account of the apostle of Germany, 
the organiser and statesman, the man and the saint. Recommendations are added for 


further reading. (92) 


MR. SECRETARY CECIL AND QUEEN ELIZABETH. 
a Read. Cape, 40s. 1955. 25°5 cm. 510 pages. 9 illustrations. Notes. 
Index. 

It will come as a surprise to many to know that there is no satisfactory life of Elizabeth’s 

great minister. The task is a formidable one, and Dr. Read is to be congratulated on 

undertaking it. That he was the scholar to do so no one will doubt who knows his 
record as an historian of Tudor England. His approach is wise. He has not attempted 

a full-length ‘life and times’, which would have led him into endless digressions, but 

he has tried, with success, to present enough of the et pt to make Cecil’s 

activities intelligible, both to the expert and to the general reader. This volume is 
concerned with Cecil during the first forty years of his life to the spring of 1571, when 

Elizabeth raised him to the’ peerage as Lord Burghley. The work is based on a 

profound knowledge of unprinted sources in the public archives, Hatfield House, 

and elsewhere. (92) 


CERVANTES: Adventurer, Idealist and Destiny’s Fool. Sebastian Juan Arbé. 
Translated from the Spanish by Ilsa Barea. Thames & Hudson, 21s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 
272 pages. 

Cervantes, the author of Don Quixote, had a life which itself is not only as exciting as 

any novel, but also makes inspiring reading. This is a popular biography, the work of 
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a distinguished Spanish writer who takes into account recent specialist studies of 
Cervantes. It is to be recommended since it develops with imagination and vision not 
merely the story of Cervantes’ adventurous life, but also brings into focus the rich 
background of Golden Age Spain. This book will appeal to the general reader and 
to the student of Spanish literature and history, who will find it useful complementary 
reading. (92) 


CHURCHILL: His Life in Photographs. Edited by Randolph S. Churchill 
and Helmut Gernsheim. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 25s. 1955. 28°5 cm. 224 pages. 
Text by Randolph Churchill. Nearly 400 photographs selected by Helmut 
Gernsheim. Index. 

An interesting and entertaining record, in 388 photographs, of Sir Winston’s 

activities, pu lic and private, between the ages of two and eighty. These are grouped 

in Seven sections, each introduced in a short chapter by his son, which recalls the main 
events of the period it covers. Sir Winston is highly photogenic and these pictures 
have caught a great variety of moods and emotions, occupations and costumes, 
from laughter to tears, from bathing to broadcasting. And devotees of the hat myth 
will be able to distinguish forty different styles of headgear. (92) 


THE EMPRESS FREDERICK WRITES TO SOPHIE, 
her Daughter, Crown Princess and later Queen of the Hellenes. Letters 1889-1901. 
Edited by Arthur Gould Lee. Introduction by Her Majesty Queen Helen, Queen 
Mother of Roumania. Faber, 25s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 360 pages. 9 photographs. 
Facsimile in text. Bibliography. Index. 

This is a more important book than its ill-chosen title would suggest. The Empress 

was that tragic nineteenth century figure, Princess Victoria Adelaide, eldest child of 

Queen Victoria, whose marriage to the Crown Prince of Prussia took her to a country 

where she was never understood, much less appreciated. Sophie was her favourite 

daughter, the wife of the Crown Prince Constantine of Greece. From the two 
thousand or so letters which the Empress wrote to her daughter the editor has 
sclected and commented upon those which give a fuller picture of her than has been 
available. A readable book, and one which throws important fresh light on the 
Empress and her world. (92) 


THOMAS GRAY. A Biography. R. W. Ketton-Cremer. Cambridge 
University Press, 258. 1955. 22°5 cm. 324 pages. 8 plates. Notes. Bibliography. 
Index. 

A new life of the author of the Elegy written in a Country Churchyard was badly 

needed: except for Mr. Ketton-Cremer’s very short preliminary biography the last 

was Gosse’s in the English Men of Letters series in 1882. In recent years much new 
material has accumulated, and Mr. Ketton-Cremer has made good use of it all. 

Gray emerges as much less the melancholy recluse and much more deeply concerned 

with personal relations than he was thought to be. It is this side of Gray, the man in his 

friendships, that particularly interests Mr. Ketton-Cremer; he is less concerned with 
the poetry and the background of ideas. The general reader as well as the scholar will 

be more than satisfied with this well-written and well-produced biography. (92) 


PRELUDES TO LIFE. Early Memoirs. Theodor Heuss. Translated from 
the German by Michael Bullock. Deutsch, 15s. 1955. 21-5 cm. 184 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. Index. 

This tranquil account by the President of the Federal German Republic of the first 

twenty years of his life presents an almost idyllic picture of provincial life in Germany 
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between 1884 and 1905. President Heuss tried to see these two decades again as they 
appeared to him in his youth. He did not seek to deepen the narrative from the 
knowledge of his maturer years, and the exclusion of any indication that the German 
Empire and Europe were moving towards the catastrophe of 1914 has enabled him 
to invest his book with a quiet charm that reflects the solace he must have felt in 
writing it amid the ruins of the Second World War. (92) 


THE RETRIAL OF JOAN OF ARC. The Evidence at the Trial for her 
Rehabilitation 1450-1456. Régine Pernoud. Translated from the French by 
J. M. Cohen. Methuen, 16s. 1955. 20°5 cm. 238 pages. Bibliography. 


SAINT JOAN OF ARC. V. Sackville-West. Reprint. Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 
1955. 18cm. 448 pages. 4 maps. Chronological table. Bibliography. Index. 
Paper covers. 

Readers of the life of St. Joan will know that the story told by her biographers is to 

a large degree based on the records of her trial. What is not so well known is that 

there exists important evidence in the form of records of a second trial for her 

rehabilitation, 1450-56. The original Latin version published in Paris in 1866 is 
difficult to procure, and until this book appeared in 1953 only fragments had appeared 
in translation. The essential text is now available in English. For those wishing to see 
what can be made of all the evidence for the Maid’s mysterious career Miss Sackville 

West’s biography is a satisfying guide. First published in 1936, when it had an 

enthusiastic reception, it should find favour with a wide public in its present cheap 

edition. Its merit lies in the sincerity of its rational approach, and its sensitive inter- 
pretation of the spiritual and psychological problems of Joan of Arc’s achievement. 
(92) 


APOLOGIA PRO VITA SUA. John Henry (Cardinal) Newman. New 
introduction by Sir Shane Leslie. Reprint. Dent, 6s. 1955. 18°5 cm. 342 pages. 
Bibliography. (Everyman’s Library) 

Charles Kingsley’s accusation that Newman did not consider that truth for its own 

sake need be a virtue gave birth to one of the masterpieces of English literature. As 

Sir Shane Leslie observes in a lively if desultory introduction, the English reader of 

today is not concerned as to whether Newman has explained his conversion nor, 

we may add, as to whether there was any truth in Kingsley’s charges; he reads the 

Apologia as literature. Self-revelation was for Newman a singularly uncongenial task 

and the reserve manifest in unburdening his soul gives a rare attractiveness to this 

incomparable religious autobiography. (92) 


CLARA NOVELLO: 1818-1908. Averil Mackenzie-Grieve. Bles, 13s. 
1955. 22 cm. 352 pages. 13 illustrations. Genealogical table. Notes. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Clara Novello was a woman of great character, whose father was a scholarly musician 

and whose brother founded a great publishing firm. She became a famous singer of 

opera and oratorio, and increased her reputation by tours all over Europe. The testing 
point of her career came when she married into the noble Italian family of the Gigliucci 
with its conventions and traditions so different from those of England. Drawing on 
new English and Italian sources, the author creates a brilliant picture of musical and 
social life in courts and palaces all over Europe, against a background of intrigue 
and unrest. Clara Novello proved a tower of strength to her husband—even at the 
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expense of her career—throughout the revolution of 1848 and their subsequent exile, 
The story of the rebuilding of their fortunes, and of Clara’s purposeful widowhood in 
Rome, round off a very good book. (92) 


MARK RUTHERFORD. A Biography of William Hale White. 
Catherine Macdonald Maclean. Macdonald, 25s. 1955. 225 cm. 416 pages. 9 plates. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This biography of a distinguished minor Victorian covers a wide span, for Hale White 

was born the year before the Reform Bill and died the year before the First World 

War. Destined for the Nonconformist ministry but expelled from his college for 

unorthodoxy, he worked first with Chapman the publisher, then at Somerset House, 

and finally became a valued official at the Admiralty. He was also a figure in literary 

London and himself wrote a series of unique novels, which, though mechanical and 

melodramatic in incident, will always have a small but faithful following; and their 

strong autobiographical element is admirably elucidated by this able life. (92) 


OLIVE SCHREINER: Her Friends and Times. D. L. Hobman. Watts, 
I§s. 1955. 22°5cm. 192 pages. Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 
This biography was published exactly a hundred years after Olive Schreiner’s birth in 
March 1855 in the mission station of Wittebergen on the border of Basutoland. South 
Africa and South African problems remained her chief preoccupation all her life and 
her best book is of course The Story of an African Farm, but she made several long visits 
to England and many of the leading men of the time were her friends, particularly 
Havelock Ellis and Edward Carpenter. An ardent feminist and pacifist, she was a 
great humanitarian as well as a novelist of genius. Her present biographer writes for 
the general reader and fills in the historical background against which this complex, 
passionate, and courageous woman lived and achieved lasting international fame. (92) 


THE WORLD OF ALBERT SCHWEITZER. A Book of Photographs 
by Erica Anderson. Text and captions by Eugene Exman. Black, 25s. 1955. 
28-5 cm. 144 pages. 170 photographs. Bibliography. 

This combination of visual and verbal commentary does more than any sustained 

prose exposition to bring home to the reader the meaning of Dr. Schweitzer’s life 

of devotion to his fellow men. The stress is on the great mission work at Lambaréné 
in French Equatorial Africa, but there are also glimpses of Schweitzer’s native town of 

Giinsbach and some admirable studies of his work as interpreter of Bach. Quotations 

from the books are liberally employed, and the central message of ‘reverence for life’ 

is skilfully conveyed. This is an admirable piece of book production, without any 

trace of false publicity. (92) 


A HORSEMAN THROUGH SIX REIGNS. Reminiscences of a 
Royal Riding Master. Horace Smith. Odhams Press, 15s. 1955. 21°5 cm. 224 pages. 
32 photographs. Index. 

This autobiography of a man who has lived and worked among horses all his life is 

written with great zest and brings back many memories of Victorian and Edwardian 

days when horses and coaches were common sights in the centre of London. His 
iences with horses have been wide and varied, as dealer, as competitor and as 
ae horse shows, and later as a most successful riding master who taught the 

Queen, when Princess Elizabeth, and her sister, Princess Margaret, to ride. (92) 
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THE PRIVATE DIARIES OF STENDHAL (Marie-Henri Beyle). 
Edited and translated from the French by Robert Sage. Gollancz, 25s. 1955. 
22°5 cm. $86 pages. Index. 

Stendhal has long had a wide public in England which will welcome this English 

edition of his Journal (supplemented for the Russian campaign by letters to his 

friends). The Stendhal specialist will enjoy meeting in their freshest form ideas on 
literature, music, painting, love and society which Stendhal wove into his major 
works, while all will find here a fascinating unique record of the Napoleonic era. 

Mr. Sage has divided the diary into thirteen sections (1806-1814), and has had the 

happy idea of prefacing each section with a lively, helpful biographical introduction. 


(92) 


GEORGE WASHINGTON. A Biography. Vol. 5: Victory with the 
Help of France. Vol. 6: Patriot and President. Douglas Southall Freeman. 
Eyre & Spottiswoode, 37s.6d. each vol. 1955. 24cm. $86:562 pages. Vol. 5: 11 
illustrations. 14 maps. Bibliographical note. Bibliography. Endpaper maps. Index. 
Vol. 6: 14 illustrations. 3 facsimiles. 3 maps. Endpaper maps. Bibliography. Index. 

No student of American history will need an introduction to this exhaustive biography 

of the first American President. Based on a profound knowledge of the wide range of 

documents, this is no pedantic, ill-digested collection of facts, but a sensitive interpreta- 
tion of a remarkable man, set against the background of early Virginian society. 

Attention must be drawn to the interesting essay in Volume 6 on the life and historical 

method of Dr. Freeman, who died aged 67 in 1953, leaving the last six years of 

Washington’s life unfinished. The book will stand as a classic in American biography. 

(92) 


LETTERS OF CHARLES WATERTON of Walton Hall near Wakefield: 
Naturalist, Taxidermist and Author of Wanderings in South America and 
Essays on Natural History. Edited by R. A. Irwin. Rockliff, 18s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 
172 pages. 7 illustrations. Notes. Index. 

Colonel Irwin has done a self-effacing service in providing this collection of the letters 

of Charles Waterton (1782-1865). In fact, many readers would have preferred to have 

a brief biographical introduction instead of the bare chronology of his life. Never- 

theless, it is a good plan to let the letters speak for themselves. They brim over with 

enthusiasm, observation—especially on natural history—and forceful comment on 
personalities and questions of his time. Waterton lavished much care on his estate 
in Yorkshire, but he was a great traveller also and embodied many of his South 

American experiences in his writings, yet these intimate letters to his friends do 

much more to explain his somewhat eccentric personality. (92) 


Ancient Civilisations 

THE ETRUSCANS. M. Pallottino. Translated from the Italian by J. Cremona. 
Penguin Books, 3s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 296 pages. $4 illustrations. 1 drawing and 
1 diagram in text. 3 maps. Table. Bibliography. Indexes. Paper covers. 
(Pelican Books) 

This valuable account of one of the ‘mystery’ peoples of antiquity is a translation of 

the third Italian edition (1954; first edition 1942) of a work by the holder of the Chair 

of Etruscology and Italic Archaeology in the University of Rome, whose contribu- 

tions to Etruscan archaeology, language and art have long been known. It will be 

found very useful by scholars who will welcome the discussion of many controversial 
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matters together with full bibliographical references, while the more general reader 
will find in the main chapters of the book a lively account of Etruscan life and 
civilisation, which forms so fascinating and important a phase in the history of the 
Italian peninsula. (939) 


Europe 


THE STORY OF OUR CIVILIZATION. Philip Lee Ralph. Gollancz, 
18s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 320 pages. Index. 


A good general survey of European history, inspired by a belief in the value of history 
as a guide to the solution of present-day problems. From his examination of the 
trends of European civilisation the author comes to the conclusion that a great 
cleavage has developed between the spiritual and material way of life in modern 
Europe. The nations charged with protecting spiritual values are in danger of losing 
faith in those same values. His hope for the future rests on European man finding 
anew his faith in spiritual realities, and in achieving this the study of the past can be 
both instructive and inspiring. (940) 


World War II 


SERVICE MOST SILENT. The Navy’s Fight against Enemy Mines. 
John Frayn Turner. Harrap, 12s.6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 200 pages. 32 photographs. 
2 illustrations in text. 
During the Second World War land and sea mines played a prominent part in Hitler’s 
efforts to subdue Britain and as the war developed so these mines became more 
ingenious and dangerous. It was the task of H.M.S. Vernon, the Navy’s mine and 
torpedo establishment at Portsmouth, to dismantle them, and the author was engaged 
in this hazardous service. His reconstruction of some outstanding occasions is written 
with imaginative vigour, and does justice to the tension and the deadly peril of their 
task that played such a prominent part in the defeat of the German plans. (940°545) 


THE ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICES. Vol. 1. 
Administration. Edited by S$. C. Rexford-Welch. H.M. Stationery Office, 70s. 
1955. 24°§ cm. 632 pages. 73 photographs. Tables. Index. (History of the Second 
World War: United Kingdom Medical Series) 

The first of three volumes to be devoted to the Medical Branch of the R.A.F., after a 

historical survey, describes the organisation of the medical, nursing and dental services, 

the hospitals and special services, such as plastic surgery centres and rehabilitation 
facilities. There follows an exhaustive account of measures taken to promote personal 
health and sanitation and to combat dysentery, malaria, yellow fever, venereal disease 
and typhus. It then records in separate chapters how medical stores were staffed and 
organised and the types of equipment issued, medical services for the Women’s 

Auxiliary Air Force, arrangements for the evacuation of casualties, air sea rescue, 

medical aspects of trooping and the Medical Branch in relation to prisoners of war. 

(940-547) 

Britain 

ROMAN BRITAIN. IL. A. Richmond. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1955. 18 cm. 


240 pages. 10 photographs, 11 illustrations in text. Bibliography. Index. Paper 
covers. (Pelican History of England, 1) 


Written by one of our greatest authorities on Roman Britain, this volume provides a 
masterly introduction to the subject. Avoiding the temptation of trying to give 
a continuous historical account, an impossible task, Professor Richmond has described 
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the military subjugation and organisation of the province in relation to general policy 
and then has analysed the social functions of the various towns and smaller centres 
in relation to the surrounding communities. Similarly, religious cults and their 
buildings are related to the provincial social order, while the countryside and 
economic matters are also fully discussed. This fresh, stimulating and authoritative 
account, produced at so moderate a price, is an outstanding contribution to Romano- 
British studies; it will be widely welcomed. (942-01) 


THE HISTORIA NOVELLA. William of Malmesbury. Translated from the 
Latin with Introduction and Notes by K. R. Potter. Nelson, 20s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 
206 pages. Map. Bibliography. Index. (Nelson’s Medieval Texts) 

THE DEEDS OF STEPHEN (GESTA STEPHANI). Translated from the Latin 
with Introduction and Notes by K. R. Potter. Nelson, 20s. 1955. 22*5 cm. 
356 pages. Index. (Nelson’s Medieval Texts) 

The valuable services to historical scholarship that Nelson are rendering in their 

excellent series of medieval texts, edited by Professors V. H. Galbraith and R. A. B. 

Mynors, are already well recognised among historians. In these two latest additions, 

which admirably maintain the standards set by earlier volumes in the series, they have 

provided students of the twelfth century with some interesting material. The Historia 

Novella, the work of William of Malmesbury, is a first-rate contemporary histo 

by a serious historian with distinct literary ability. It has been previously edited, 

notably by Stubbs in the Rolls Series, but students will be glad to have this cheap 
text, with a translation. The Gesta Stephani (the story of the civil war between 

Stephen and Matilda) is an anonymous work, also of great interest and value. This, 

too, has been available in older books, but while the present edition was being pre- 

pared a fresh manuscript was discovered in the Municipal Library at Valenciennes. 

The student will find an assessment of this new manuscript, with helpful comments, 

in the introductory essays by Professor Mynors and Mr. A. L. Poole. (942-02) 


Germany 
THE HOLSTEIN PAPERS. Vol. 1. Memoirs and Political Observations. 
Edited by Norman Rich and M. H. Fisher. Cambridge University Press, 25s. 
1955. 25°5 cm. 246 pages. 2 plates. Notes on the text. Indexes. 
Friedrich von Holstein (1837-1909), Bismarck’s subordinate at the German Forei: 
Office, has been severely handled by historians. The indictment rests on denies 
evidence, and when in 1932 some of his letters were published, the editor reserved 
judgment until Holstein’s personal papers were available. This first instalment, 
comprising memoirs and political observations, proves he was right. Naturally, such 
writings will have to be scrutinised very carefully by historians, but they will almost 
certainly lead to a revised estimate of German diplomatic relations in the late nine- 
teenth century. (943-08 


FAILURE OF A REVOLUTION. Germany in 1918-1919. Rudolf Coper. 

Cambridge University Press, 25s. 1955. 22cm. 306 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
This account of the first vital weeks during which the Weimar Republic began to rise 
upon the ruins of the Hohenzollern empire traces in detail the rifts within the Social 
Democratic Party, culminating in the employment, by the Majority Socialist leaders, 
of the old imperial army to crush those who stood more to the left than they did. 
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The author, now a naturalised American, does not conceal his view that the uncertain 
principles and equivocal behaviour of Ebert and the other Socialist leaders who came 
to power in November 1918 betrayed the Germaa working class movement and 
sealed the fate of German democracy even before the Kaiser had abdicated. His book 
is based on printed authorities and presents a vivid picture of incapacity and lost 
opportunities. (943-085) 


Russia 
THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION, 1917. A_ Personal Record, 
N. N. Sukhanov. Edited, abridged and translated from the Russian by Joel 
Carmichael. Oxford University Press, 42s. 1955. 22-5 cm. 730 pages. 11 illustrations. 
2 maps. Index. 
So far as is known, this is the only complete eye-witness report of the Russian 
Revolution in existence, and as such it is of permanent interest and importance. 
Nikolai Sukhanov, an eminent journalist, was a member of the Executive Committee 
of the Petersburg Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies, and was therefore, 
although independent of all the organised revolutionary parties, at the heart of events 
in 1917. His vivid personal account became required reading in Russia on its pub- 
lication in 1922—but after Stalin’s accession to power an orthodox ex post facto 
view of the Revolution began to emerge, and Sukhanov’s book was suppressed. This 
unique work is now translated into English for the first time, shorn of digressions and 
outdated material and provided with explanatory footnotes. The result is a book 
which is both indispensable to the student and fascinating to the general reader. 


(947-083) 
Byzantine Empire 


BYZANTINE STUDIES AND OTHER ESSAYS. Norman H. Baynes. 
University of London; Athlone Press, 35s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 404 pages. Portrait 
frontispiece. Bibliography. Index. 

Students of the ancient and medieval world will heartily welcome this collection of 

some of the contributions in this field made by Professor Baynes, whose authority 

in Roman and Byzantine studies has long been acknowledged as outstanding. Here 
are over thirty lectures, articles and reviews, reprinted substantially as they were 
written although the author has introduced certain modifications and fresh material. 

Three hitherto unpublished essays deal with Isocrates, the Byzantine State, and 

Idolatry and the Early Church. Since many of the contributions are widely scattered, 

in learned journals and elsewhere, it is particularly useful that they should have been 

collected in this handsome volume which provides welcome testimony to the author’s 
sympathetic scholarship and literary skill, his insight and sober judgment, and 
consequently to the debt which all students of this period owe him. (949°5) 


Arabia 


SA’UDI ARABIA. H. St. John Philby. Benn, 30s. 1955. 22 cm. 378 pages. 
4 plates. Map. Index. (Nations of the Modern World) 

This is a history of the Sa’udi family, the present rulers of Arabia, and is based on 

recently published original documents and native historical manuscripts. For the 

general reader the story of Arabian families and tribes is not easy, but for the student 

there is valuable material. The foreword written after the death of King Abdel Aziz 

and the period from World War I are of great contemporary interest. (953-8) 
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Turkey 
THE OLD TURKEY AND THE NEW. From Byzantium to Ankara. 
Sir Harry Luke. Bles, 16s. 1955. 22°5 cm. 256 pages. 11 illustrations. Genealogical 
table. Glossary. Index. 
It should be gratifying for an author to witness his prophecies coming true before his 
eyes. When the present work first appeared under the title of The Making of Modern 
Turkey, the Turkish Republic was still at a youthful stage of development. Now 
twenty years later Turkey is a world power which commands universal respect.and 
provides a model for the young democracies. In writing his book, Sir Harry Luke 
looked forward with confidence to Turkey’s future as a free and independent nation. 
Hence, while he has added new matter to cover the period down to 1954, he has not 
needed to modify the bulk of the text. This is the best compact account of a 
fascinating country and a charming people. (956-1) 


South Africa 


THE STORY OF SOUTH AFRICA. Leo Marquard. Faber, 15s. 1955. 
22°5 cm. 252 pages. 11 photographs. 8 sketch maps. Index. 
Although this is a short history of South Africa, it is written with the expressed 
intention of illustrating the history of the various peoples which make up the country 
today. South Africa has not only a multi-racial population, but marked divisions 
within the races themselves. This disharmony has been, and is, the greatest problem 
which the country has to face, on which its future depends. The story of its settle- 
ments, treks, native wars, mineral discoveries, and the Anglo-Boer wars is excellently 
told, leading up to an all-too-brief statement of the present-day situation. It is an 
invaluable book for the general reader interested in South African policies, for it 
sets them against an intelligible historical background. (968) 


United States of America 


SPEECHES AND LETTERS ON AMERICAN’ AFFAIRS. 
Edmund Burke. New Introduction by Peter McKevitt. Reprint. Dent, 6s. 
1955. 18-5cm. 312 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Everyman's Library) 

Edmund Burke, the eighteenth-century Anglo-Irish political thinker and parliamen- 

tarian, was a passionate advocate for conciliation with the American colonies and also 

one of the greatest and most eloquent masters of English prose. These speeches and 
letters on American affairs rank both as models of good sense and as literary classics. 

The background is lucidly explained in the introduction by Canon McKevitt. 

(973°31) 
FICTION 

THE LAST INNOCENCE. Célia Bertin. Translated from the French 
by Marjorie Deans. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 288 pages. 

Rendered into English by a translator who preserves its lucidity and human warmth, 
this novel is a distinguished contribution to modern French fiction. The ruthlessly 
self-centred widow of a poet exercises a disintegrating influence upon the lives of 
two of her daughters, but the third—called by her mother “our savage’—withstands 
her power, though she contributes to the family’s distresses by falling in love with her 
brother-in-law. The author probes deeply into the characters of these three women, 
exposing their contrasting natures with the certainty of a skilled dissecter yet also with 
sympathetic comprehension. A constant sense of traditional family values and of unity 
with nature give a rich texture and a further dimension to a moving and satisfying 
narrative. 
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THE DARK BOUGH. Henri Bosco. Translated from the French by 

Mervyn Savill. Staples Press, 128.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 326 pages. 
It is essential to realise from the start of this novel by one of France’s most gifted and 
most esoteric novelists that the sinister experiences undergone by the narrator— 
a recluse and scholar—in his periodic descents into the subconscious are not intended 
to convey a rational meaning but rather to describe a state of mind bordering on 
insanity. It will then be scen that there is a subtle synthesis between these fearful 
imaginings and the interspersed descriptions of everyday scenes. Once the reader is 
prepared to forgo a logical interpretation of events and to surrender himself to the 
strange world created by a hypersensitive mind, he will be rewarded by a growing 
awareness of a pervasive beauty which illumines even the darkest passages and is 
skilfully preserved in the English rendering. 


TRIAL OF STRENGTH. Celia Dale. Cape, 12s.6d. 1955. 19-5 cm. 
224 pages. 
This well-told story of a not very attractive newspaper editor describes the strains 
under which he lives, in particular those arising from the arrest of a reporter whom 
he has sent behind the Iron Curtain. More from vanity than humanity he labours 
urgently for his release, and his preoccupation with this nearly leads to a break with 
his wife, only frustrated by the untimely (and ill-founded) chivalry of her American 
admirer. Further stresses arise from the behaviour of his daughter by his previous 
wife. The characters are all alive and the picture of newspaper life, though hardly 


attractive, is always interesting. 


DENTIST IN THE CHAIR. Matthew Finch. Dobson, 10s.6d. 1955. 
20°§ cm. 160 pages. 
To the normal horrors experienced in a dental chair, Mr. Finch has now added an 
appallingly light-hearted account of a dentist’s post-war training in a London hospital. 
The traditional jokes, though grim, differ from those of the medical profession: 
Mr. Finch has exploited the best of them in a narrative which, pleasing in itself and 
bearing the stamp of truth, will scarcely allay the natural apprehensiveness attending 
a visit to the dentist. 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD. C. S. Forester. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. 1955. 
20°§ cm. 288 pages. 


Mr. C. S. Forester published The Ship in 1943 as his fictional presentation of the 
fighting-through to Malta of a convoy shielded by the Royal Navy, which was then 
at heavy odds. His second story of World War II concerns an Atlantic convoy in 1942. 
The senior officer of the escort is an American commander, through whose eyes the 
events of the passage are seen. Commander Krause has under his charge a British, 
a Canadian and a Polish ship, and although the merchantmen suffer loss, the enemy 
submarines are roughly handled and the warships are well fought. It is a technical and 
entirely male story, with no concession to sentiment. Mr. Forester’s knowledge of the 
mechanics of sea warfare is here, as always, exceptional, and the theme carries its own 
grim excitement. 


GERMINIE. Edmond and Jules de Goncourt. Translated from the French. 
Introduction by Martin Turnell. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 12s.6d. 1955. 21-5 cm. 
212 pages. Illustrations by Anthony Gross. 


Germinie tells the story of the gradual degradation of the trusted servant of an aging 
mistress through her desperate need for affection, thwarted, first by the death of her 
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niece and finally by a worthless lover. Like all Goncourt characters Germinie is a 
‘case’; the slow development of her infirmity is studied, with no details spared, till 
death’s release. The de Goncourts sought persistently to portray Truth and Humanity; 
they were also meticulous stylists. This anonymous and somewhat pedestrian transla- 
tion is adequate and reads easily. Mr. Turnell’s introduction assesses the position of the 
Goncourts in the later 19th century novel. 


THE SLAUGHTERHOUSE INFORMER. Edward Hyams. Longmans, 
128.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 288 pages. 


Partly to help its temporarily embarrassed owner, but chiefly out of mischief, 
Rohan-Dermot takes over the local (and technical) journal that gives this book its 
title. Though he produces only one number he contrives (not without profit to 
himself) to reinstate the owner financially, make him aeronautical adviser to an 
Oriental multi-millionaire, and exile him from England on an unfounded charge of 
treason. The supporting cast includes a professional Messiah, a champion bull, a state 
secret, and a lady of surprising beauty and even more surprising integrity. This 
hilarious extravaganza contains much sound criticism and is recommended to anyone 
with an irreverent sense of humour. 


A HUNDRED YEARS OF SEA STORIES. From Melville to 

Hemingway. Edited by P. K. Kemp. Cassell, 12s.6d. 1955. 20° cm. 288 pages. 
The Admiralty Archivist set himself a difficult task in choosing from 100 years of sea 
stories. He has excluded Marryat on chronological grounds, and W. W. Jacobs on 
others, but he has surveyed the American field and allowed himself a Hemingway 
and a chunk out of the incomparable Moby Dick, which, incidentally, is a novel. 
His Conrad item, The Brute, is scarcely representative of that writer, but in including 
the late Major W. P. Drury, together with Bartimeus, Taffrail and others, not for- 
getting an interesting contribution by himself, Commander Kemp has presented a 
collection which will have the merit of introducing or recalling entertaining writers, 
and one which is thoroughly individual. 


LET THE BIRDS FLY. Vance Palmer. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia, 
and London), 16s. 1955. 21 cm. 208 pages. 


Vance Palmer, an outstanding Australian literary figure, here presents his fourth 
selection of short stories. While they exhibit his mastery in handling the varied aspects 
of Australian society, they all have the same basic theme, the interaction of character 
and environment. His style is quiet and restrained, with deliberately subdued colour, 
but so highly polished that interest lies as often in the manner of telling the story as 
in the story itself. 


THE POLITICAL PRISONER. Césare Pavese. Translated from the 

Italian by W. J. Strachan. Peter Owen, 12s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 238 pages. 
This volume contains two short novels, each in their different ways a good example 
of Pavese’s peculiar mastery of this form. The Political Prisoner, set in a remote seaside 
village in Southern Italy, is evidently autobiographical. The author is equally successful 
in portraying the simple members of this tiny community and his more sophisticated 
hero, who, although he adjusts himself to his surroundings, can never be accepted 
there. The Wonderful Summer is a powerful but unpleasant tale which describes a 
colony of inferior artists in Turin and the corruption of a young girl making her 
first acquaintance with the world of Bohemia. 
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THE ACCEPTANCE WORLD. Anthony Powell. Heinemann, 12.64, 
1955. 19 cm. 222 pages. 

This is the third volume of Mr. Powell’s ambitious, Proustian study of twentieth- 
century English society, The Music of Time, a work which one hopes will prove as long 
as A la Recherche du Temps Perdu. The reader would be well advised to start at the 
beginning, with A Question of Upbringing and A Buyer’s Market, for though there is 
little ‘story’ the same characters reappear and there are references back to earlier 
events. The schoolboys and undergraduates to whom we were introduced in A 
Question of Upbringing, most of them (but not the grotesque Widmerpool) now rather 
battered by life, are experiencing the slump and the growing vogue of left-wing 
politics in 1931-32. The writing, both of the philosophically detached commentary 
by the narrator and of the realistic dialogue, is precise and distinguished. No one 
seriously interested in contemporary English literature should miss this or the other 
novels of the sequence. 


MRS. AMARIS. Jean Ross. Hutchinson, 10s.6d. 1955. 19cm. 224 pages. 
Miss Ross here displays her accustomed skill in creating plausible characters, interesting 
as individuals and convincing in the setting in which they are placed. Mrs. Amaris is a 
confirmed individualist with a private philosophy to sustain her and does not readily 
fit into the community of a model village where she comes to live with her children. 
Yet no one remains indifferent to her; her neighbours take an instant dislike to her, 
while she is pursued by the morbid curiosity of an invalid who tries to probe the 
secret of her inner serenity. This she retains, but when she gains outward security 
by marriage she learns to adapt herself better to her environment and the village in 
turn learns to accept her. 


THE MAN IN THE SILO and Other Stories. E. O. Schlunke. Angus & 

Robertson (Sydney, Australia, and London), 16s. 1955. 21 cm. 220 pages. 
During the last few years Otto Schlunke, an Australian farmer, has been gaining 
increased popularity as a short story writer, and this volume contains some of his 
best work. He has a nice sense of humour, which he expresses concisely, while at the 
same time showing a power of characterisation unusual in the humorous story. Many 
of his characters are German and other European Australians, and Schlunke’s gentle 
satire on their idiosyncracies forms the basis of some of his best plots. 


BONJOUR TRISTESSE. Francoise Sagan. Translated from the French 
by Irene Ash. Murray, 7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 138 pages. 
This precocious and yet disarmingly charming novel, written by a girl of eighteen, 
tells in the first person the story of a debonair widower of forty and his daughter 
Cécile who live a happy irresponsible existence in the company of the father’s 
flamboyant mistress until the arrival of Anne, an elegant, fastidious woman who 
favours an orderly way of life for both father and daughter. When Anne falls in love 
with her father, Cécile foresees a future of dull respectability and in desperation, 
though not without great soul-searching, she devises an intricate scheme to frustrate 
the threatened marriage. Outwardly sophisticated in the extreme, the story has the 
touching quality of an adolescent’s private diary with its uninhibited self-revelations. 


TROUBLING OF A STAR. Walt Sheldon. MacGibbon & Kee, 12s.6d. 
1955. 19 cm. 296 pages. 


Dick Tindle, an American fighter pilot in Korea who is attached for a particular 
mission to the army, sees at close quarters the effects of the napalm bombs which he 
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and his comrades have been dropping. The sight unnerves him, and his efficiency, as a 
fighting machine, begins to suffer. The conflict between Tindle and his iron-nerved, 
Bible-reading chief forms one strand in this story; his relationship with a Japanese girl 
forms another. There are some vivid battle scenes and a number of the moral problems 
incidental to war are presented, if not solved, in a convincing manner. An unusual 
war book, slick in parts, but above the average. 


Crime Detection and Mystery 

THE MASK OF GLASS. Holly Roth. Hamish Hamilton, 9s.6d. 1955. 
19 cm. 192 pages. 

A young man in the Counter Intelligence Corps of the U.S. Army is deliberately 

blown up because he stumbles upon some information of vital importance to his 

country. By a miracle he survives to continue his investigations and bring a dangerous 

conspiracy to light. The story is taut, related with telling economy and the idea 

behind it is ingenious. Continuously exciting, it is difficult to put down. 


Reprints 
FATHER BROWN. Selected Stories. G. K. Chesterton. Introduction by 
Ronald Knox. Oxford University Press, 6s. 1955. 15-5 cm. 430 pages. (World's 
Classics) 
Chesterton’s detective stories, like everything he wrote, express the Chestertonian 
philosophy of life: they are exuberant, Catholic and paradoxical. Father Brown, their 
priestly hero, not only clears up mysteries: he also witnesses en passant to the Faith. 
The eighteen tales in this collection were chosen by Ronald Knox (who writes an 
excellent critical introduction) for their detective ingenuity; and this, certainly, is a 
quality which they possess to an unusual degree. Not one, however, is a detective 
story pure and simple; it is, for better or for worse, a vehicle for the vast and irre- 
pressible personality of G.K.C. 


THEN A SOLDIER. Geoffrey Cotterell. First cheap edition. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, 7s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 256 pages. 

This wartime fantasy centres round the efforts of a dance band leader, a grocer’s 
assistant and an ex-public schoolboy to make themselves as comfortable in the Army 
as they can. We take leave of them in 1944 as they are being parachuted, most 
uncomfortably, into France. Published during the war, this book was hailed with 
enthusiasm by the critics. As a satire on army life and, indeed, on human activity in 
general, it is still relevant; but ten years have given it a period quality. It remains a 
very funny book; but its carefully unheroic note recalls, in a way a more solemn 
book might fail to do, the tensions underneath our laughter in 1944. 


THE CONSUL AT SUNSET. Gerald Hanley. Reprint. Pan Books, 2s. 
1955. 18cm. 220 pages. Paper covers. 


The scene of this now famous novel is set in the savage hinterland of the Italian East 
African colonies where, in the late war, a handful of British officers and men found 
themselves shouldering the responsibilities of the colonising power in a difficult and 
unfamiliar environment. Mr. Hanley succeeds brilliantly in portraying those who 
retain, as well as those who have lost, their faith in an imperial mission. He has a 
genuine mastery of the local scene and his book is also an admirably constructed 
novel of action. 
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BEYOND THE MEXIQUE BAY. A Traveller’s Journal. 220 pages. 2s.6d. 
MUSIC AT NIGHT and Other Essays. 174 pages. 2s.6d. Novels: AFTER MANY 
A SUMMER. 252 pages. 2s.6d. ANTIC HAY. 254 pages. 2s.6d. BRAVE NEW 
WORLD. 202 pages. 2s.6d. CROME YELLOW. 174 pages 2s.6d. EYELESS 
IN GAZA. 384 pages. 3s.6d. POINT COUNTER POINT. 436 pages. 3s.6d. 
THOSE BARREN LEAVES. 320 pages. 2s.6d. Short stories: MORTAL COILS. 
134 pages. 2s.6d. Aldous Huxley. Reprints. Penguin Books, 1955. 18 cm. 
Paper covers. 
This selection from Aldous Huxley’s work is not wholly representative of the euvre, 
partly because nothing appearing since 1940 has been included and partly because 
rather excessive emphasis has been placed on fiction. We miss the excellent biography, 
Grey Eminence, for instance; but the two non-fiction books chosen, Music at Night 
(1931) and Beyond the Mexique Bay (1934), are good examples, respectively, of Huxley 
the essayist (eruditely and provocatively concerned with moral dilemmas, literature 
and the arts) and Huxley the traveller (confronting new experience with old). 
Although the 1940 limit means that Huxley the mystic appears only briefly— 
e.g. in Eyeless in Gaza (1936)—the earlier Huxleys, first the wit and then the social 
philosopher, and particularly the former, are well represented. Huxley made his 
reputation as a writer of witty, sophisticated, bizarre conversation-pieces, in the 
tradition of gay disillusion to which Norman Douglas, Firbank, and Evelyn Waugh 
also belong, and these early novels, Crome Yellow (1921), Antic Hay (1923) and 
Those Barren Leaves (1925), are still highly entertaining. And so are the five short 
stories of disappointed hopes in Mortal Coils (1922). Point Counter Point (1928), his most 
ambitious novel in technique and scope, is perhaps not wholly successful but retains 
its interest as a document on the social and intellectual life of the twenties; the 
character Rampion is a portrait of D. H. Lawrence. Brave New World (1932) is a 
convincing satire on the Wellsian idea of progress, and After Many a Summer (1939) 
a nightmarish fantasia about the prolongation of life. There will be general pleasure 
that these books are now made more widely available. 


FATHERS AND SONS. Ivan S. Turgenev. Translated from the Russian 
by C. J. Hogarth. New introduction by V. S. Pritchett. Reprint. Dent, 6s. 
1955. 18°5cm. 286 pages. Bibliography. (Everyman’s Library) 

Fathers and Sons, which describes the conflict of the generations in nineteenth-century 

Russia and which made the word ‘nihilist’ familiar, is Turgenev’s masterpiece and 

one of the great novels of the world. This new edition in the ‘larger format’ reprints 

in Everyman’s Library has an interesting introduction by V. S. Pritchett, the well- 
known critic. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
KATE IN ADVERTISING. Ann Barton. ELIZABETH: YOUNG POLICE- 
WOMAN. Valerie Baxter. CLARE IN TELEVISION. Pamela Hawken. 
Bodley Head, 7s.6d. each. 1955. 19 cm. 190 pages. (Career Books for Girls) 
In each of these three books for girls well into their teens we follow the progress 
of a particular girl in her chosen career. We see her recovering from the trepidation 
attending initiation into her duties, gaining confidence with experience and finally 
tasting success. In each book informative details are carefully worked into the story. 
They will interest in particular those girls who want to adopt these careers, but each 
has a general interest as a picture of a way of earning a living. 
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SEA WRAITH. Arthur Catherall. Lutterworth Press, 6s. 1955. 19cm. 
168 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 
The evening before the British trawler Gullfoss was due to sail from Labrador for her 
home port of Fleetwood in Lancashire, with three hundred tons of salmon in her hold, 
she was seized by gangsters and used as a decoy in an elaborately planned raid on the 
valuable fur cargo of the Hudson’s Bay Company's ship Silver Fox. But the brilliant 
seamanship of Jud Barnet, mate of the Gullfoss, the skill and courage of McDougal, 
the ship’s Scottish engineer, and the aid of aircraft, radar and the Canadian Navy 
are more than a match for these ruthless modern pirates. This is an ably constructed 
and exceptionally good story for boys of eleven to fifteen by an author with expert 


knowledge of ships and the sea. 


HILLS OF SHEEP. Emmeline Garnett. Hodder & Stoughton, 9s.6d. 1955 

19°5 cm. 192 pages. Illustrations and endpaper map by Joan Kiddell Munroe. 
In the 1870's, an engineer making a preliminary survey of the territory through which 
it is proposed to build a railway—running from Settle to Carlisle—spends a night at a 
gloomy inn in a remote corner of north Yorkshire. His visit brings hope and resolution 
to the cowed, uneducated boy whose uncle owns the inn. The boy runs away to join 
the railway workers and is taken in by a kindly family. His experiences make a man of 
him and eventually bring him freedom and happiness. For the older reader this is an 
excellent tale by a writer of considerable descriptive power who makes vividly real 
the hazards and hardships of the rough and ready life of these railway pioneers and 
the nature of the terrain they have to conquer. 


THE CHILDREN WHO LIVED IN A BARN. Eleanor Graham. 
Reprint. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 1955. 18cm. 224 pages. 17 illustrations by 
Mary Gernat. Paper covers. (Puffin Story Books) 

This vivid and realistic story for children of ten to fourteen by the editor of the Puffin 

Story Books was first published in 1938 and is well worth reprinting. When Mr. and 

Mrs. Dunnet are called away, Sue, who is thirteen, is left in charge of the four younger 

children. Their parents unaccountably vanish and to avoid being placed in orphanages 

they move into a barn offered by a friendly farmer and organise themselves very 
practically on the tiny allowance handed to Sue weekly by the District Visitor and 
the money that each can earn by doing jobs in the village. 


THE PIGEONGRAM PUZZLE. Lois Lamplugh. Cape, 9s.6d. 1955. 
20-5 cm. 222 pages. Illustrations (1 in colour) by William Stobbs. 

A message attached to an exhausted pigeon discovered by three young friends 
holidaying at home on the north Devon coast arouses their suspicions of a group of 
bird watchers who are using the birds. Their investigations lead to a kidnapping and 
an exciting chase in an old seaplane before the bird watchers are apprehended and 
revealed for the criminals they are. A vigorous outdoor story to please young readers 
of 12-14 with a taste for the open air, natural history and flying. 


JUDY’S JOURNEY. Lois Lenski. Oxford University Press, 12s.6d. 1955. 

22 cm. 224 pages. Numerous illustrations and endpaper drawings by the author. 
Judy belongs to one of the migrant families of America who move from state to state 
lending a hand with the crops. Discomfort is a familiar companion, education difficult 
to come by, and a settled home unknown to them. But Judy is luckier than most: 
her father saves enough moncy to buy a plot of land and Judy has a real home at last. 
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Her adventures and aspirations will win the sympathy of young readers of 10-14, who 
will, at the same time, imbibe some knowledge of migrant life in the United States. 
The incidents are taken from the experiences of living migrants. 


THE HILL OF THE RED FOX. Allan Campbell McLean. Collins, 
8s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 256 pages. Glossary. Endpaper map. 

Young Alasdair Cameron receives a hostile welcome from the man inhabiting the 
croft Alasdair has inherited from his dead father on the island of Skye when he goes 
to spend his summer holiday there. But he is warmly welcomed by his father’s friends, 
particularly Big Duncan, to whom he becomes strongly attached. Together they are 
instrumental in putting an end to the activities of a very nasty gang, and Alasdair 
emerges from his experiences with a new self-reliance that helps him to stand up to 
the grief that follows upon them. This is a fine vigorous tale for young adventure- 
lovers of twelve and over which ably communicates the spell of the Scottish Highlands 
and the quality of the people who inhabit them. 


YOUNG MAN WITH A SWORD. A Novel for Boys and Girls. 
Jane Oliver. Macmillan, 10s.6d. 1955. 20cm. 286 pages. Illustrations “by 
William McLaren. 

A stirring tale of the liberation of Scotland by Robert Bruce and of fourteen-year-old 

Gavin Maitland who left his home to follow and fight for his king and received his 

reward at the famous Battle of Bannockburn on Midsummer Day, 1314. There are 

interesting glimpses of the manners and customs of the times in a story full of action 
that will make a sure appeal to young readers of twelve and more. 


THE BOY WHO RAN AWAY. Josephine Phelan. Macmillan (Toronto 
and London), 10s.6d. 1955. 21°$ cm. 160 pages. Illustrations and endpaper map 
by V. Mould. 

An exciting story about a Canadian lad who runs away into the North-West among 

the trading ports of the Hudson’s Bay Company, about the middle of last century, 

and gets involved with Indians, half-breeds, and bears. Its good plot and vivid picture 
of the hardships of early days in the Canadian west and of the lives of traders and 
explorers will appeal to readers in their early teens. 


THE BOY IN THE IVY. Linwood Sleigh. Faber, 10s.6d. 1955. 21 cm. 
224 pages. Illustrations by Kate Adamson. 
Witches and their weird, anti-social behaviour cause uncanny developments when 
Tom with his mother and small sister arrive at Pennygander for quite an ordinary 
country holiday. A boy named Pantos has been imprisoned in some ivy by one of 
them, but Tom is able to release him at the new moon with the aid of Moly, a magic 
plant used by Ulysses to defeat the spells of Circe. Together they attend a witches’ 
coven on broomsticks—at least, so Tom tells his sister Ann, but perhaps he dreamt 
the fantastic adventures which he enjoyed and which children of ten to fourteen with 
a taste for the bizarre will enjoy with him. 


SAM PIG AND THE SINGING GATE. Alison Uttley. Faber, 10s.6d. 
1955. 20°5 cm. 184 pages. Illustrations by A. E. Kennedy. 


Thirteen gay, new stories about Sam Pig, sprinkled with lively verses and amusingly 
illustrated, will certainly attract the four to seven-year-olds. As readers of the previous 
books about the four pigs and portly Brock the Badger will know, Sam is a good- 
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hearted little fellow—in one story he gives his birthday to Brock, who has never 
had one—even though his exuberance does land him in awkward situations as, for 
instance, when he has to be rescued from angry fairies who find him spying upon 
them, and when he unwisely decides to paint Farmer Greensleeves’ cart in bright 
blue and scarlet. 


Non-Fiction 


THE STORY OF CLOTHES. Agnes Allen. Faber, 12s.6d. 1955. 20-5 cm. 

260 pages. Numerous drawings by Agnes and Jack Allen. Index. 
The development of clothing from the roughly prepared animal skins of prehistoric 
cave-dwellers to the synthetic materials of the present day is well set out in Agnes 
Allen’s latest ‘Story’ book. Though full of detailed information and containing a fair 
amount of general history, her text is lucidly written and should present no difficulties 
to intelligent children up to the age of sixteen. Numerous small-scale drawings in the 
text, some based on famous mosaics, manuscript illuminations and pictures, are an 
attractive feature. 


SIX GREAT NOVELISTS. Walter Allen. Hamish Hamilton, tos.6d. 1955. 
19cm. 182 pages. 6 plates. Bibliography. 

This book is primarily intended for older children and should be in every secondary 
school library, but parents, too, will find it interesting. There is no writing down 
except that allusions are explained. In six lucid essays Mr. Allen introduces as men and 
writers six great English novelists—Defoe, Fielding, Scott, Dickens, Stevenson, and 
Conrad—chosen as representing in their different ways the wealth and variety of the 
English novel. There is also sound critical evaluation in the emphasis given to 
particular books, ¢.g. Conrad’s Nostromo. 


GOLDEN DRAGON. The Story of Alfred the Great. George Baker. 
Lutterworth Press, 8s.6d. 1955. 20°5cm. 152 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 
Endpaper maps. 

Besides writing novels based on Greek mythology and designing power stations for a 

firm of consulting engineers, George Barker also contributes to Children’s Hour on 

the radio. This biography, cast in a slightly fictional form, with a few imaginary 

characters, sticks to the main historical essentials and has two factual maps as well as a 

coloured frontispiece which owes more to the imagination. For a youthful audience 

of twelve and over, Golden Dragon is informative without being either dull or 
condescending. 


GOING INTO THE PAST. Gordon J. Copley. Phoenix House, 8s.6d. 
1955. 19 cm. 160 pages. 30 photographs. 24 drawings in text. 2 time charts. 
Index. (‘Excursions’ Series for Young People) 

Previous volumes in this series have introduced young people to the delights and 
technicalities of music, ballet and the cinema. This one deals with archaeology, and 
defines its terms. It is simply and clearly written, and well illustrated. The emphasis 
throughout is on what young people can see and work out for themselves. The book 
confines itself to Britain as far as practical work and suggested visits are concerned, 
though it deals broadly with the whole of the period stretching from the Stone Age 
to the beginning of the Middle Ages. An excellent introduction, and not only for the 
young. 
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THE TRUE BOOK ABOUT ELECTRICITY. Frederick E. Dean. 
Muller, 6s.6d. 1955. 19cm. 144 pages. 23 illustrations by David H. Walsh. 
Diagrams. (True Books) 

An outline, in an interesting form, of the work done by those pioneers of several 

nations who laid the foundations of electrical science. It contains accounts of how 

electricity is generated, including its gencration in Britain’s new atomic power 
stations; how it is distributed over the grid system, and the methods employed in 
making use of electric power to meet our daily needs. The book includes many 

illustrations and should prove entertaining and useful to children from 12 to 16 

years of age. 


FORGE AND FOUNDRY. S. E. Ellacott. Methuen, 8s.6d. 1955. 21°5 cm. 
80 pages. 79 drawings in text by the author. Table. Bibliography. Index. 
(Methuen’s Outlines) 

This new addition to Methuen’s ‘Outlines’ series will be popular since the chapter 
dealing with man’s conquest of metals is one of the most interesting in the story of 
human endeavour. The subject lends itself to line illustration and there are many 
informative diagrams. Mr. Ellacott has made a good job of selecting the appropriate 
facts which, with the pictures, clearly introduce to children of 10-16 the developments 
which have taken place through the ages in working and casting of metals. 


YOUR BOOK OF TABLE TENNIS. William P. Gottlieb. Faber, 5s.6d. 
1955. 21-5 cm. 48 pages. 35 photographs by the author. Drawings and diagrams 
by Michael Germakian. 

Table tennis has now become a universal game and, because even the best equipment 

is inexpensive, it can be played by almost everybody. This attractive little book, 

which explains the rules and provides clear instructions, supplemented by good 
illustrations, for playing the game and developing skill, is suitable for all young people 
from eleven years of age upwards. 


WELSH LEGENDS AND FOLK-TALES. Retold by Gwyn Jones. 
Oxford University Press, 128.6d. 1955. 22°5 cm. 242 pages. Illustrations (some in 
colour) by Kiddell-Monroe. Endpaper drawings. Map. Genealogical tables. 
(Oxford Myths and Legends) 

This collection of Welsh tales completes the books from the British Isles in the present 
series and maintains the high standard set by its precedessors. Mr. Jones has brought to 
his task of compilation the knowledge and sensitivity that made his version of the 
Mabinogion (written in collaboration with Thomas Jones) so admirable an achieve- 
ment. In this present collection some of the best known of Welsh tales rub shoulders 
with others that few outside Wales will have met before. All are told with an economy 
of effort that adds to their effectiveness and the collection will appeal as much to those 
adults who can still remember their childhood as it will to the young. The volume is 
beautifully produced and the excellent illustrations match the imagination and power 
of the story-telling. 


ODDITIES OF SOUND. Herbert McKay. Oxford University Press, 73.6d. 
1955. 19cm. 192 pages. 64 diagrams by F. Nellis Mann. (New Playbooks of 
Science) 

This book deals with the fundamentals of sound in an interesting and amusing way, 

and describes many experiments which can be carried out at home. Numerous sketches 

and test questions are included, and the book should serve as a useful and entertaining 
introduction to the subject for a child 11-14 years of age. 
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SOCRATES: THE MAN WHO DARED TO ASK. Cora Mason. 
Bell, 9s.6d. 1955. 19 cm. 176 pages. 3 plates. Glossary. 

A successful attempt to do what might have been considered impossible: retell the life 
of Socrates in language intelligible to children. Related by the protagonists them- 
selves, the story communicates the ideas and questions of the Master without giving 
the impression of ‘writing down’. The account of Plato and Xenophon is followed as 
closely as possible, and the facts are supported, though not burdened, by accurate 
scholarship. Children from the age of twelve will be able to read this book with 
pleasure, and it is to be hoped that it will find its way into many school libraries. 
There is a useful introduction and a glossary of words with pronunciations. 


OXFORD JUNIOR ENCYCLOPAEDIA. Vol. Vill. ENGINEERING. 
General Editors: Laura E. Salt and Robert Sinclair. Oxford University Press, 30s. 
19$$. 25*§ cm. $12 pages. 8 colour plates. Numerous illustrations in text. Diagrams. 
Maps. 

The latest volume to appear of this excellent reference work for younger enquirers 
offers a great amount of information on all aspects of engineering, including mechani- 
cal, electrical and civil engineering, and also contains articles on the different 
instruments and processes used by engineers, and on the principles of science and 
mathematics as applied in engineering. Interesting information is given on special 
branches of the subject, such as shipbuilding, aeronautics, railway engineering, 
camera-making, microscopes, refrigerators and sound-recording instruments. Each 
of the authoritative articles is by a well-known expert in the subject. The book is 
notable for the high quality of its production, the clear writing, and the exceptionally 
large proportion of illustrations to the text. 


NELSON. Stephanie Plowman. Methuen, 9s.6d. 1955. 19cm. 178 pages. 
9 illustrations by Richard Kennedy. Bibliography. 

A life of Nelson designed for young readers of twelve and upwards. The facts of the 
admiral’s life, at any rate from the Battle of St. Vincent, in 1797, to his death at 
Trafalgar eight years later, constitute a chain of episodes of unparalleled daring and 
achievement at sea. The author has been successful in making her frail hero, with no 
right arm, a sightless right eye and the heart of a lion, come alive. So do his friends, 
particularly Lord St. Vincent and Nelson’s captains at the victory of the Nile. 


HUDSON OF THE BAY. Ronald Syme. Hodder & Stoughton, 7s.6d. 

1955. 19 cm. 128 pages. Illustrations by William Stobbs. 
A very attractive account of Hudson the Navigator, who as a boy in the 1570's sailed 
to the West Coast of Africa, and conceived the ambition of seeking and finding the 
North-West Passage. The story of his several voyages, discovery of New York and 
the Hudson River, and finally of Hudson Bay is vividly told. The illustrations are 
noteworthy for their realism and their contribution to the story, which should appeal 
to young readers of 12-15. 


GREAT MEN OF KENT. A. A. Thomson. GREAT MEN OF STAFFORD- 
SHIRE. Laurence Meynell. GREAT MEN OF YORKSHIRE (West Riding). 
Lettice Cooper. Bodley Head, 7s.6d. each. 1955. 19 cm. 158: 158: 160 pages. 
5: $: 7 plates. Map. (Men of the Counties) 

The first three volumes in a new series presenting (for children of twelve and upwards) 

biographies of selected characters famous in a variety of spheres. The biographies are 
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naturally limited in number (there are five each from Kent and Staffordshire, and eight 
from the West Riding), and consequently readers will probably find occasion to 
criticise both omissions and inclusions. It is a pity, therefore, that the other two 
volumes did not follow the lead of the one on Kent and include a list of some of the 
other famous people for whom no room could be found. However, the list is wide 
(for Kent Sir Philip Sidney, General Wolfe, the younger Pitt, H. G. Wells, and Frank 
Woolley the cricketer; for Staffordshire Dr. Johnson, Izaak Walton, Wedgwood the 
potter, Admiral Jervis, and Arnold Bennett; and for the West Riding a wider variety 
ranging from the Earl of Strafford and Blind Jack Metcalf to Charlotte Bronté and 
Frederick Delius), the biographies are interestingly told and commendably free from 
the vice of ‘writing down’. The series would be improved by more careful proof- 
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Value Judgement 1088 
Very Private Enterprise 
Vinaver, E. 1121 
Volume-Basal Area Line 
Voyage of the Beagle 


1095 


1095 


1109 
1123 


Wales for Everyman 1124 

Waley, A. 1122 

Warren, M. A.C. 1089 

Waterton, C. 1131 

Welsh Legends and Folk-Tales 
1144 

Western Germany 1125 

Whitaker’s Cumulative Book List 
1954 1087 

Whitlock, R. 1124 

Wild Flowers of Kuwait and Bahrain 

1104 

William of Malmesbury 1133 

Winning Badminton 1116 

Winter 1126 

Winter Journey 1117 

Wolstenholme, G. E. W. (Editor) 
I10$ 

Women of the Streets 1093 

Wood, H. G. 

Woodruff, H. W. 1094 

Works and Correspondence of David 
Ricardo 1094 

Workshop Technology. Part 1 
1107 

World of Albert Schweitzer 1130 

(World’s Classics) 1139 

Wyndham Lewis 1120 


Yearbook of the Universities of the 
Commonwealth, 1955 1098 

Young Man with a Sword 1142 

Your Book of Table Tennis 1144 

















If you care for poetry as a living art, you 


will be interested in 


THE POETRY BOOK SOCIETY 


For a subscription of two guineas a year, you can obtain 

the Society’s four choices, together with its Bulletin, 

which contains special contributions about the books 

chosen and recommended, and about the poets. This year’s 

selectors are Nevill Coghill and Christopher Hassall; and the 
Society’s first two choices have been 


My Many-Coated Man 
by Laurie Lee (André Deutsch) 


The Tree of Idleness 
by Lawrence Durrell (Faber & Faber) 


In addition, the Society has recommended 
Riding Lights 
by Norman McCaig (Hogarth Press) 


A Shot in the Park 
by William Plomer (Cape) 


When the Society was first set up, The Times Literary Supplement 
welcomed it in the following words: 


‘By everyone who cares about English poetry, who 
worries about its present and has hopes for its future, 
the founding of the Poetry Book Society is an event 
to be heartily welcomed.’ 


Further particulars can be obtained from the Secretary, 


THE POETRY BOOK SOCIETY 


4 ST. JAMES’S SQUARE, LONDON, S.W.1. 
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If Caxton had 
founded B.N.B.! 


How smooth would be the path of 
librarians, booksellers, and informa- 
tion-seekers in every field, if B.N.B. 
had been published continuously 
since books were first published in 
England! If today there existed five- 
year, ten-year, fifty-year, hundred- 
year Cumulations. If to trace all the 
books published on a particular 
subject in what is now Great Britain 
required only a few minutes’ work! 


Impossible, of course. Complete, 
subject-classified national _ bibli- 
ographies are a recent product, and 
B.N.B. was not even the first to start. 
But this makes it all the more im- 
portant that you should not delay 
YOUR start. Some of the earlier 
issues are already hard to come by, 
and each year their value increases. 
Take out a subscription now. It will 
bring you a weekly record of all new 
British books, expertly classified, so 
that a glance shows you what is new 
on any subject, and the precise 
speciality of each book. It will bring 
you Quarterly and Annual Cumula- 
tions, to which a Five-Year Index 
will shortly be added, giving you 
complete bibliographies on any 
subject for any period from 1950 
onwards. 


Public and university libraries in 
Great Britain regard B.N.B. as 
essential equipment. It is equally 
essential wherever there is a demand 
for British books. 





IMPORTANT NEW WORK 


POLITICAL 
GEOGRAPHY 


AND THE WORLD MAP 


By Dr. Y. M. ogy Docteur és 
Lettres. Memb des 
Sciences inne 


The author discusses fully the 
role and sphere of political 
geography, relationship of Man 
and territory, fluctuating pop- 
ulations, concept and evolution 
of ‘State’ and ‘Nation’, and 
the present political map. 
310 pages, including 14 pages 
of maps and 7 plates. Boards, 
8} by 54 inches. 30s. net. 


From all booksellers 
GEORGE PHILIP 


AND SON LTD. 
32 Fleet Street London E.C.4 














A journal for all who are 
interested in the Teaching of 
English as a foreign language, 


English Language 
Teaching 
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Th is subscribed to by several 
: = ; thousand teachers in over seventy 
British National clade 
Bibliograph 
8 P y 4s.ayear Published quarterly 





Weekly Lists . . 
Quarterly Cumula- 
tions . . . Annual 
Volume . .. Five- 
Year Index. 


Write for specimen copy to 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
TEACHING 


65 Davies Street, London, W.1 


Sole distributors: 
hi 




















Some Autumn 1955 Books from The Bodley Head 





General 


The Dog at Clambercrown JOCELYN BROOKE 
Demy 8vo 256 pages 18s (October) 
Harlequin Phoenix THELMA NIKLAUS 
8} = 5j ins 256 pages lilustrated 42s (November) 
Red for Danger L. T. C. ROLT 
Demy 8vo 228 pages illustrated 16s (September) 

A Racing History of the Bentley 
DARRELL BERTHON 


Crown 4to 144 pages illustrated 25s (November) 
Pursuit of Victory KARL KLING 
Demy 8vo 192 pages Illustrated 12s 6d (November) 


The New Silver Lining (Ed.) RICHARD TATLOCK 
Crown 8vo 128 pages 6s (November) 


Fiction 


The Plainsman (Provisional title) JAMES ALDRIDGE 
Large Crown 8vo_ 160 pages 10s 6d (November) 
A Young Man’s Fancy ADRIAN BELL 
Crown 8vo 192 pages 9s 6d (October) 
Goodbye, Aunt Hesther T. O. BEACHCROFT 
Large Crown 8vo 208 pages 12s 6d (November) 
The Courts of Memory FRANK ROONEY 
Large Crown 8vo 376 pages 15s (August) 


The Tyrants RICHARD B. THOMSEN 
Large Crown 8vo_ 192 pages 12s 6d (July) 


Better Strangers TONI HOWARD 
Large Crown 8vo 240 pages 12s 6d (November) 
Angle of Attack @ JOSEPH LANDON 
Large Crown 8vo_ 192 pages 12s 6d (November) 
Trigger Slim CLEM YORE 
Crown 8vo 192 pages 7s 6d (September) 


Riders of Red Range JOHN LANGLEY 
Crown 8vo 192 pages 7s 6d (September) 
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